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Cathedral raises $1.08 million at annual Cathedral Fund Dinner; 
President Bridges unveils new 5-year Strategic Plan 

Joe Dezelan, class of ’62, honored with Bishop Chartrand Award 

INDIANAPOLIS—October 6, 2016—Nicole Farrell Beasley, vice president for advancement at Cathedral 
High School, announces that the school’s fourth annual dinner event for alumni, parents, and friends of 
Cathedral has helped the school raise more than a million dollars for the annual fund as of last evening. 
“We are so grateful for this unprecedented level support of our community,” she says, “The donations 
made last night confirm just how vital Cathedral’s mission and how much people believe in our unique 
transformational educational experience for our young people.” 

 

President Robert Bridges announces the record-setting year-to-date donations at the October 6 Cathedral Fund Dinner 

The $1,083,855 raised was announced at the Cathedral Fund Dinner, held Thursday, October 6, at the 
school, which hosted more than 400 alumni, faculty and staff, business partners, board members, and 
friends. Principal Dave Worland gave the “year in review” presentation that featured outstanding 
achievements such as the record $45.1 million in scholarships earned by the class of 2016. 



  
Cathedral’s new president Robert Bridges presented the school’s new five-year Strategic Plan. “Our 
mission is to instill our students with Holy Cross values, to have “the competence to see and the courage 
to act. 
 
“As a school community, we too must have the courage to act on our convictions and move forward 
through change—change on our campus, change in our capabilities, and ultimately, to effect a change in 
our community. The goal of this plan is to create a Catholic high school capable of producing the ideal 
graduate. This requires the courage to disrupt the educational process where needed as well as the 
courage to preserve those tradition which have made Cathedral the great Catholic school it is today,” 
Bridges said. 
 
The plan features goals that included integrating Holy Cross values into all aspects of the school, 
transforming academics, creating an even more diverse student body and faculty, and investing in the 
success of Cathedral through growing the endowment. 

Dezelan presented with Bishop Chartrand Award at Cathedral Fund Dinner 

Matthew Cohoat, chairman of the Cathedral Board of Directors, presented alumnus Joe Dezelan, class of 
1962, with the Bishop Chartrand Award, Cathedral’s highest honor, in recognition of this exceptional 
service to the school. O’Malia is only the 23rd individual to be so honored in the 98-year history of the 
school. 

“The Dezelan name is synonymous with Cathedral High School,” Cohoat said. The son of legendary 
Cathedral football coach, “Papa Joe” Dezelan, Joe Dezelan has created a lasting legacy here in his own 
right. He credits his parents with instilling in him the sense that he had a job to do and passed along to 
him their intense love for Cathedral. 
 

 
Matt Cohoat, Chair of Cathedral’s board of trustees, Joe Dezelan, Class of 1962 and Bishop Chartrand Award recipient, with 
Cathedral President Robert Bridges in front of bust of Cathedral legend, “Papa Joe” Dezelan. 
 
 
 
 



  
 
From playing football, wrestling, track, and baseball while a student, to playing football for another legend 
of the gridiron, Tony Hinkle, to being president of the board, Joe Dezelan has left his mark on 
Indianapolis. Dezelan was a teacher, coach, and dean of boys at Arlington High School, coach and dean 
of students at Park Tudor, and an assistant football coach at Cathedral. 
 
He has helped countless Hoosiers through his long professional work in the insurance industry. Dezelan 
has been involved in community service and philanthropy throughout his life, which includes extensive 
volunteer activities as board president of the Catholic Youth Organization (CYO), parish council president 
of St. Pius, board chair and ShamrAuction annual gala chair at Cathedral High School, and board 
membership with Tamarindo Foundation in El Salvador. He has served on the Cathedral Board of 
Directors, including a stint as president, since 19XX. 
 
“In his position as head of the board search committee, Dezelan has been extensively involved in the 
selection of Cathedral’s last two presidents, helping set the stage for growth, financial sustainability, and 
strategic planning,” Cohoat said. 
 
 

### 

About Cathedral High School 

Cathedral is a private, independent, Catholic, college-preparatory school serving students in grades 9 to 
12. The school was founded in 1918 by the Brothers of Holy Cross and for 98 years has followed the 
philosophy of transforming a diverse group of students to have the competence to see and the courage to 
act. For more information, visit gocathedral.com. 
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