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Mission
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ShamrAuction 
— Bond! The  
Cathedral 
Bond! —
wowed guests 
and volunteers  
who packed 
the sold-out 
event.
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“We are  
working very 
hard, every 
day, to pursue 
the Cathedral 
High School 
vision ... We 
will require 
your  
commitment 
of advocacy,
prayer and 
financial 
resources  
to ensure that 
... Cathedral 
... not only 
survives but 
thrives.”

Dear Friend of Cathedral,

I recently had the opportunity to 
attend a conference sponsored by the 
National Catholic Education Association 
(NCEA) and attended by Catholic school 
presidents and principals from around the 
country.  The general theme of the confer-
ence and the only real topic of conversa-
tion was the sustainability of Catholic 
schools in America.

The Rev. Joseph M. McShane, S.J., is 
the president at Fordham University.  He 
recently delivered a speech to The John 
Carroll Society entitled “The Challenges 
of Catholic Education:  Past, Present and 
Future.”  A copy of the speech was distrib-
uted at the conference and discussed by 
those attending.

Father McShane’s first thesis was “the 
challenges that Catholic education has 
faced and overcome in the past 50 years 
will pale in comparison to the challenges 
that it will face in the next 50 years.”  I 
think he is right.  I have served as presi-
dent at Cathedral for only 11 years, but I 
sense that a near-perfect storm is brew-
ing that will, indeed, challenge the sus-
tainability of elementary and secondary 
Catholic schools around the country.

The economy is a major component of 
this storm and has decreased the num-
ber of families that feel they can afford 
a Catholic school education.  The costs 
of operating our schools are increasing 
each and every year, and we can no longer 
build our Catholic schools on the backs of 
religious personnel who made a Catholic 
education not only highly effective but 
also very affordable.

It is clear that there are increasing 
opportunities for the educational ex-
perience.  We want, and need, public 
schools to improve their performance.  
To respond to the pressure for improve-
ment, magnet schools, charter schools 
and “schools-within-schools” have been 

developed.  They are free, and many fami-
lies are choosing these schools instead of 
their neighborhood or regional Catholic 
school.

There is a shift taking place in how 
Catholic parents of school-age children 
are making the school-choice decision.  
Unlike their parents and grandparents, a 
growing number of parents are choosing 
schools other than Catholic schools for 
their children.  I am sure the reasons are 
many and varied, but the impact is that 
Catholic schools around the country are 
closing at a rate that is alarming for those 
of us who see such profound value in what 
is accomplished at our schools each and 
every day.  NCEA reported that this past 
year, 162 Catholic schools closed or con-
solidated and only 31 schools opened.

The most important thesis advanced 
by Father McShane is that, “The American 
Catholic School system will thrive only if 
it is seen as such a great, transcendent and 
transforming instrument of both grace 
and personal enrichment (and hence a 
real value) that the Church’s people will 
invest in it.”

We are working very hard, every day, 
to pursue the Cathedral High School  
vision: “Cathedral High School, a  
Catholic institution, will be the model for 
all high schools as she profoundly shapes 
the way students think, serve and lead.”

We will require your commitment of 
advocacy, prayer and financial resources 
to ensure that this noble experiment in 
Catholic education we know as Cathedral 
High School not only survives but thrives.

I ask for all three … your advocacy, 
your prayers and your financial support.

Respectfully,

Stephen J. Helmich
President and Chief Executive Officer
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Calla n s w e r i n g  t h e 
Alums and 
others share 
how they  
came into 
God’s service. 
Pages 16-28.

Ariana Nassiri, Kelsey 
Kreutzinger and Ashley 
Noe paused for a quick 
photo with ‘James 
Bond’ at this year’s 
ShamrAuction. Read 
more Pages 36-41.
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Prayer: Stay aware this Lent and let 
happen what will happen. Lent is 
about the kind of experience Jesus 
was having in the desert — one of 
self-discovery, God’s plan for us 
and the Spirit’s direction.  Jesus 
just went into the desert and made 
himself present to God and dealt 
with whatever came up — hunger, 
loneliness, fear, temptation,  
disappointment, helplessness, 
anxiety, pain.  He went out without 
agenda and let it happen.

— Father William Munshower, ’50

q 

Some of my earliest, fondest memories are of me climbing up onto my great-
aunt’s lap and having her read a book to me. 

In the early 1970s, it was an all-too-uncommon treat.
As a hospital administrator, and more importantly, a sister of St. Francis of 

Perpetual Adoration, my great-aunt Norita didn’t have a whole lot of time on her 
hands.

But when she and a friend would come to the house, I was in heaven.
As soon as she would come through the door, I would rush her like the Colts’ 

Dwight Freeney going after a quarterback. The move caused my pious, proper 
mother to cry out in alarm, fearing I would knock her over.

But my Minnesota farm-raised aunt was made of stern stuff, and she always 
welcomed me, laughing and with open arms.

After making small talk with my parents and asking my big brother about his 
baseball team, or how he thought his Cowboys and Roger Staubach would do that 
year, she would ultimately turn to me. 

“Well, miss, what would you have us read today?”
She would indulge me as we gnashed our teeth with Max; dug deep into her 

habit and wondered aloud if there was a Wocket stashed somewhere inside; she 
even traveled with me to where the sidewalk ended. 

All the while she read, I would burrow into the crook of her arm and turn the 
silver medallion that hung from her neck on an impossibly long chain around and 
around in my fingers.

The eight-pointed cross was the symbol of her order, and I was always a bit 
awed at the sight of it. 

Sometime in 1976, we shared a final story.
Her life’s work, her service to the Lord, was taking her back to Southeast Asia 

where she had spent some time as a missionary in the late 1960s.
She had asked to go back, to work again with the Cambodian, Vietnamese and 

Laotian people she had come to love, and who were living through hell. 
And her request had been granted.
I couldn’t have known on that final afternoon that she was never coming back.
I’m sure she never guessed it, either.
But I remember when the letters stopped coming.
I remember not understanding the feeling of empty.
Even more than 30 years later, I get a little teary thinking about it. But I now 

also have a feeling of great respect, of pride and admiration.
And the awe is as strong as ever. 
Sister Norita had an absolute sense of purpose. 
A sure pathway to trod.
A calling that would not be denied. 
When I read the stories shared inside this issue from members of our  

Cathedral family who, like Norita, discerned a vocation, I was reminded of the 
power of passion. 

And I was struck how each, in his or her own way, took different routes to the 
same conclusion.

I like to imagine that Norita is smiling down, watching as all of us here at  
Cathedral put time into young people, just as she once did way back when. 

And I hope that from time to time, she starts a wild rumpus.
Just for old time’s sake.



a message from the principal

Winter 2010 Cathedral Highlights 5

“Never in my 
many years in 
Catholic high 
schools have  
I seen a 
group of 
seniors so 
motivated to 
offer ...  
prayer  
support  
for their 
friends and 
classmates.”

CatHedral
HigHligHts
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For most of my life, I have been in-
volved in Catholic education.  I attended 
12 years of Catholic elementary and high 
schools, and have served as an admin-
istrator/teacher/coach all but two of my 
adult years.  I have seen many Catholic 
schools and have worked as an educator 
with young people in a number of them.

Each of these schools had its own way 
of instilling spirituality into God’s chil-
dren.  The methods differ over time and 
with varying age groups of youth, as they 
must.  But in each, I could see faith being 
developed in these students.  At Cathedral 
High School, we work diligently to ensure 
that our students emerge with a strong 
faith base to help them meet the chal-
lenges they will face in their lives.

As a Catholic high school, we are 
charged with creating future serving lead-
ers.  We graduate our seniors with knowl-
edge gained in the classroom, relation-
ships formed at school and beyond, and 
values reinforced through service.  These 
characteristics help to define a Cathe-
dral education that helps to prepare our 
students to meet the challenges they will 
face in the college or university that they 
attend.         

Our process is that each student must 
successfully complete eight semesters of 
theology studies prior to graduation.  The 
translation of this is that each student 
has religion each day of high school.  In 
addition, we offer a retreat program for 
each grade, designed around the students’ 
maturity levels and focused on helping 
them increase their personal commitment 
to a growing relationship with our God.  

For most of our seniors, they will cite 
their senior retreat as one of the high-
est points in their Cathedral experience.  
They report that this is when the concept 
of “the Cathedral family” comes into fo-
cus for them.  They have opportunities to 
bond with peers in a more intense way, to 
understand why some of their classmates 
respond the way they do and to be more 

inclusive in their peer relationships. 
This year, we have a group of seniors 

from an earlier retreat who have stepped 
forward to form prayer support groups 
for their classmates on later retreats.  They 
have joined together on Thursday nights 
of subsequent retreats to pray for their 
classmates who are currently in retreat.  
They have arranged for adult supervision, 
have a planned prayer service with Bible 
readings, intentions and prayer time.  
Never in my many years in Catholic high 
schools have I seen a group of seniors so 
motivated to offer this prayer support for 
their friends and classmates.  They did 
this on their own with little adult guid-
ance or leadership, making this truly their 
way of serving others. 

Recently, one of our senior students 
sent me an e-mail about a conversation 
with peers during lunch that day.  This 
student shared the following:

“As you know seniors are notorious 
for feeling anxious about their next step 
in their lives.  Well, my lunch table and I 
had quite an interesting discussion about 
our feelings about Cathedral.  We were 
talking hypothetically about if we were 
given a chance to be 15 again, would we 
do it to re-live our high school experience 
at Cathedral?  Nearly every single person 
said “yes.”  We were not being interviewed 
by a paper or trying to impress faculty 
members.  The seniors hold Cathedral es-
pecially dear to our hearts, and I thought 
I would share this with you.  We thank 
Cathedral for giving us such an awesome 
place to learn and grow.  On behalf of the 
senior class, I am thankful that CHS is 
such an awesome place for us to spend 
some of the greatest years of our lives.”

As principal, I am confident and 
pleased to say that, yes, our students have 
grown spiritually, physically, intellectually 
and in wisdom and grace.
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nside Cathedral High 
School’s gym, normally 
host to good-natured 

rivalries, more than 280 teens 
gathered for fellowship and an 
exploration of their faith.

The annual CONSUMED 
retreat, sponsored by the Arch-
diocese of Indianapolis, was de-
signed to give young people an 
opportunity to come together 
as a community through music, 

Students from across the archdiocese gathered for the annual CONSUMED 
weekend, held this year at Cathedral. Joining the students were members of 
the Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration (from left) postulate Laura 
Elstro, Sister Mariana Collison and Sister Margaret Mary Mitchel.

meditation and prayer.
Sister Margaret Mary 

Mitchel, SFPA, said the week-
end retreat gives students a 
chance to  
create a closer relationship with 
Christ.

“It’s a place where they can 
learn how to pray,” Mitchel said. 
“As they grow up, so much will 
change. In the chaos of their 
lives they’ll long for silence, and 
they’ll know what to do with it 
when they find it.”

Students not only spent 

Students are CONSUMED
Retreat offers a chance to explore their faith

time in private prayer, but 
gathered in small faith-sharing 
groups, listened to messages 
and stories from young adults, 
attended Mass, and enjoyed 
music, dance, free time and fun.

“These weekends are a spe-
cial opportunity for our young 
people,” said Charlene Witka, 
campus minister. “It really gives 
them a chance to strengthen, or 
create, their personal relation-
ship with Christ.”

That relationship is  
something the teens themselves 
believe is important.

“This allows me time to 
get closer to my faith, closer to 
Jesus,” said Kelsey Kreutzinger, 
a junior from St. Luke’s parish. 
“Here I can get away from ev-
eryday life (responsibilities) like 
school and homework.  
It’s a way for me to just take 
time to listen.”

Part of the  
weekend included 
music and  
fellowship,  
enjoyed by Guy 
Valponi (left) and 
Erin Walsh.

Some 284 students came together 
for a three-day retreat designed as 
a faith-exploring opportunity.

I
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TOP: Choir members entertained their guests 
at Festa Italiana. ABOVE: Class of 2009 alums 
Carolyn Humbert and Kyle Barker were honored 
guests at this year’s celebration.

q 

Festa Fun!
Cathedral choir members  

welcomed visitors to their fifth  
annual Festa Italiana dinner in 
early March. 

Guests enjoyed a coffee bar, and 
a delicious four-course meal, along 
with great entertainment provided 
by the school’s choirs.
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Students and faculty from 
Cathedral were celebrating the 
news that they have been awarded 
two grants worth a total of nearly 
$33,000 for a  project dubbed 
“Bringing Botany Alive!”

The grants will fund construc-
tion of a greenhouse on Cathe-
dral’s campus.

“Student concern for the 
environment was the impetus for 
this service-learning idea, and 
the botany class seemed a perfect 
match,” said Sister Jackie Mc-
Cracken, OSF. “We are trying to 
do our small part to positively 
affect climate change … such that 
we improve drastically the quality 
of life on our planet.”

The largest grant came from 
the State Farm Youth Advi-

sory Board and was worth nearly 
$28,000. 

Cathedral was one of only 82 
groups throughout the U.S. and 
Canada to receive a grant award 
from State Farm. More than 1,100 
grant requests were reviewed.

The second award came from 
Dow AgroSciences and is worth 
$5,000.

McCracken said botany class 
members will partner with stu-
dents and teachers at Marian Uni-
versity and Cold Spring Elemen-
tary School (IPS) to educate the 
larger Indianapolis community 
about preserving biodiversity as a 
crucial element in environmental 
responsibility.

“This program will educate 
many different aged students on 

Cathedral awarded grants 
for greenhouse project

Students in Dawn Gilmore’s botany class, along with those in other science classes, 
will benefit from two grants — including one from State Farm —  that will pay to build a 
multi-use greenhouse on campus. Above from left are Candy Chocklett, Jacob Mills, Jake 
Buchanan, Michael Kelly and Christian Doty.

Highlights photos/Lisa Renze-Rhodes

the importance of environmental 
responsibility,” said Eraj Din, a 
State Farm Youth Advisory Board 
member.

Dawn Gilmore, botany teach-
er, said enthusiasm for the project 
continues to grow. 

Students have taken it upon 
themselves to research various 
experiments and plants that they 
intend to put in the greenhouse 
upon completion, she said.

A timeline for the building has 
not been set.

Senior Madeline Jarrett, above, 
was named a 2010 Abe Lincoln 
Scholarship Award winner by the 
Downtown (Indianapolis) Kiwanis 
Club. The scholarships are given 
to students from around Cen-
tral Indiana who have overcome 
adversity, and named in honor of 
Lincoln who faced many struggles 
throughout his childhood.

Jarrett has battled health 
problems most of her life. When 

Jarrett named 
Lincoln scholar
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she was 5, she was diagnosed with 
scoliosis and underwent spinal fu-
sion surgery during grade school. 
In high school, she dislocated a 
knee twice in two weeks and later 
was diagnosed with a neurological 
disease that causes muscles and 
nerves to degenerate.

“It’s pointless to be fearful,” she 
told The Indianapolis Star. “I was 
put here to change the world.”

Jarrett, who plans to study 
philosophy at the University of 
Notre Dame and then go on to law 
school, said she’s drawn to that 
discipline because “it’s a way to 
understand the world. The world 
is a puzzle, and I want to solve it.”

Asked to name her favorite 
philosopher, she paused, then said: 
“I get my inspiration from God, 
and he’s a philosopher.”

In February, nearly 50 Ca-
thedral students sat for the an-
nual Mathematical Association of 
America “Math Contest” exam, 
which is designed to strengthen 
the mathematical capabilities of 
America’s youth.

The association sponsors the 
25-question, 75-minute multiple 
choice examination in second-
ary school mathematics, and it 
contains problems which can be 
understood and solved with pre-
calculus concepts. 

Those students were:
SENIORS
Elyse Ausenbaugh, Joel Becker, 

Jennifer Collins, Zach Czachura, 
Stephan Hackl, Patrick Laskowski, 
Lizzy MacGill, John Macke, Kevin 
Owens, Sam Quigley, Sarah Re-

Contest exam tests 
math knowledge

nie, Kyle Roberts, Kasey Ruppe, 
Melissa Schopper, Adam Shein-
gold, Anna Ventimiglia, and Greg 
Welage.

JUNIORS
Stephen Clark, Patrick Dono-

van, Kelley Ford, Lauren Pavlick, 
Nick Petruzzi, Matt Renie, Aly 
Ricker, Jay Ruckelshaus, Nick 
Smith, Dan Stempky, Megan 
Thedwall, Christine White and 
Henry Will.

SOPHOMORES
Jacob Bailey, Stephen Berlage, 

Austin Boos, Kyle Cook, Maria 
Desanto, Ally Goldfarb, Grace 
Hendrickson, Brenna Holland, 
Jack Hurt, Olivia Jarrett, Frank 
Leemhuis, Connor Rulman, Frank 
Schwandt, Eileen Smart, Sam 
Snemnis, Zach Vandermissen, 
Clare Welch and Lauren Williams.

FRESHMAN
Chris Jones

“Go Blue” effort
generates large gift

Faculty, staff, students and administrators all took part in a fundraiser for Haiti, that 
showed their support for the Colts. Shown from left are Kathryn Lueking, Principal Dave 
Worland, Sister Lynne Matteson and Hannah Compton.

Highlights photo/Lisa Renze-Rhodes

Just days after an earthquake 
ravaged Haiti, the Cathedral  
family came together to offer sup-
port for the victims. 

Faculty, staff, students and 
administrators paid a minimum 
of $1 for the privilege of wearing 
jeans and Colts gear to school.

That, combined with a loose-
change drive during lunch, gener-
ated $5,410.22 for Haiti.

Corinne Doll, who visited the 
country in October, was eager to 
help the school community give 
back.

“My experience there was 
amazing,” Doll said. “I learned 
first-hand about their culture  
and everyday lives, as well as  

BLUE, page 10
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seeing Haitians’ incredible attitude 
toward life. It was such an eye-
opening and rewarding experi-
ence.

“When I heard about the 
earthquake, I couldn’t imagine 
how devastating it was. I knew 
going back was out of the question 
... I was overjoyed when I heard 
that Cathedral was going to take a 
collection for Haiti,” Doll said.

Money raised went to the Red 
Cross and to Mountain Top Min-
istries, the organization Doll and 
Sarah Watson, ’97, visited.

“It’s going to take awhile,” Doll 
said. “But with prayers and dona-
tions, Haiti will get through this.”

The school community was 
recognized for its efforts by the 
Indianapolis-Marion County 
City-County Council.

Councilman Jose M. Evans, 
’91, sponsored the proclamation.

City-County Councilman Jose M. Evans, ’91, (left) sponsored a proclamation recognizing 
Cathedral’s efforts to help the victims of the earthquake in Haiti. Accepting the honor 
were Zach Turi, ’10, (center) and Jim McLinn, ’71, (right). 

Highlights photo/Lisa Renze-Rhodes

Freshmen claim 
speech awards

Sandi Scheetz, speech teacher, 
announced that three members 
of the Class of 2013 claimed top 
honors in the yearly Optimist 
Speech Contest.

“Congratulations are in or-
der!” Scheetz said. “Katie Ho-
eper took the gold,  and Kathryn 
Habecker claimed the silver in the 
contest with their speeches, Cyber 
Communication:  Problem or 
Progress.”

Scheetz said the two join 
Zain Santamaria in making it to 
the next level of “this wonderful, 
annual international scholarship 
competition sponsored by the 
Optimists. The scholarship oppor-
tunities for our kids are incredibly 
generous and go up to $10,000 for 
the final winners.

“We are so proud of them!”

Kesterson named  
a 2010 Power of 
Mentoring winner

John Kesterson, longtime girls’ 
volleyball coaching assistant,  
was named the 2010 Power of 
Mentoring/Athletics Mentor of 
Excellence award winner for his 
lifetime of work with area youth.

Kesterson (above right) was 
nominated by Becky Bechtel (left), 
a volleyball parent.

In her recommendation let-
ter, Bechtel had this to say about 
Kesterson. “Mr. Coach K, as he 
is affectionately known, has been 
coaching multiple sports for 
over 60 years within the Catholic 
Youth Organization and multiple 
schools, including most recently, 
as the freshman girls volleyball 
coach at Cathedral High School.

“John leads by example in all 
that he does. He has an influence 
on all of the girls both on and off 
the court, in that he has had a 
huge influence on their character 
development, self-discipline, and 
helping them to have the ability to 
make good decisions in their lives. 
He has paved the way for count-
less All-American athletes and is 
respected by the entire athletic 
community as a role model.”

Others in the category in-
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This year’s Latin Club officers are (from left) Nicholas Clough, secretary; Mallory 
Dye, vice president; Graham Reid, historian; and Tyler Knoblauch, treasurer.  
Not pictured is Christine Kelly, president.

Highlights photo/Lisa Renze-Rhodes

cluded Tamika Catchings, a starter 
for the Indiana Fever and Olympic 
gold medalist, and Tarik Glenn, a 
former Indianapolis Colt.

The awards, given in February, 
are sponsored by the College Men-
tors for Kids organization, which 
works to pair young students with 
college-aged mentors. The goal is 
to expose the children to the op-
portunities that come with.

Vocalists excel at 
state music event

Congratulations to the choir 
students who achieved the top 
rating at the state vocal music 
contest. Elaine Holloway, choir 
director, said gold rating winners 
for vocal solos were:

Kendall Burgett, Mary Bren-
nan, Mattie Brokaw, Brittany 
Casavant, Kathryn Habecker, 
Steven Meuleman, Ashlee Mills, 
Zain Santamaria, Sarah Schultz, 
and Christine White.  

Gold rating ensembles:
Girls’ Barbershop Quartet 

– Meghan Baker, Katie Barker, 
Mattie Brokaw, and Ashlee Mills

Boys’ Barbershop Quartet 
– CJ Benberry, Malcolm Herbert, 
Steven Meuleman, and Zain Sant-
amaria

Girls’ Trio – Kendall Burgett, 
Kathryn Habecker, and Sarah 
Schultz.

Advanced Choir – Meghan 
Baker, Katie Barker, CJ Benberry, 
Mary Brennan, Mattie Brokaw, 
Michael Conway, Sara Conway, 
Vincent Demyan, Natalie Do-
nahue, Chase Haskin, Malcolm 
Herbert, Ellen Lee, Bailey Lewis, 
Steven Meuleman, Ashlee Mills, 

Gabby Salgado, Zain Santamaria, 
Mark Troiano, Christine, White, 
and Mary Ann White

Gold rating winners for piano 
solos:

Danila Burnham, Elizabeth 
O’Meara, and Christine White

Silver rating winners for vocal 
solos:  

Malcolm Herbert, Liz Krull, 
Brynn Lee, Bailey Lewis, and 
Chrisjaan Whitson

Silver rating winners for en-
sembles:

Girls’ Trio – Mary Brennan, 
Sara Conway, and Natalie Dona-
hue.

Freshman Ensemble – Kendall 
Burgett, Anne Green, Kathryn 
Habecker, Katy Hoeper, Liz Krull, 
Brynn Lee, Maddie Mitchell, 
Sarah Schultz and Lizzie Wagner.

Holloway said the gold medal 
awards were the most earned in 
Cathedral’s history.

Students earn  
academic honors

Cathedral’s four National 
Merit Semifinalists advanced to 
Finalist standing.

They are:
Zach Czachura, Elizabeth 

MacGill, John Macke and Sam 
Quigley.

The four began the competi-
tion last fall with about 16,000 
students from across the U.S.

They’ll learn later this spring if 
they won scholarships.

• Cathedral High School and 
Class of 2009 alum Alec Mac-
Donell were recognized by the 
American College Testing Pro-
gram for a perfect score — 36 
— by a 2009 graduate. 

According to the ACT Web 
site, out of 1.5 million 2009 gradu-
ates who took the ACT, only 638 
earned a composite score of 36.
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TOP: Senior 
Morgan Carlton 

offered event  
attendees  

a wonderful pre-
dinner selection. 

RIGHT:  Members 
of the Gospel 

Choir lifted their 
voice in song and 

praise to the Lord 
with three pieces 

that showcased 
the group’s  

talent. From left 
are Shelby Robb, 
Will Harrington,  

Chrisjaan  
Whitson, Luke  

Cureton, and 
Tevin Studdard.

embers of the Cathedral family gathered in 
February to celebrate Black History Month.

Through song, dance, music and poetry, 
students and guests explored the rich history of Af-
rican-Americans and enjoyed a dinner that included 
honoring one of Cathedral’s favorite daughters.

The Hon. Tanya Walton Pratt, ’77, was recog-
nized by the Black Alumni Council for her signifi-
cant contributions to the judicial community.

Ramona Powell, director of multicultural affairs, 
said the BAC began the Black History Month awards 
four years ago.

“We needed to begin recognizing black individu-
als at our celebration who are connected to Cathe-
dral and are contributing to history,” Powell said. 

Past recipients were: 2009 — Mara A’Lynn Stuart, 
’80; 2008 — Cecilia Mimms, ’77; 2007 — Napoleon 
Williams – Arts/Music.

M
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RIGHT: Members of 
the Irish Brain Game 
team celebrated 
their recent win  
over Carmel. The 
team next faces 
Hamilton Southeast-
ern in the semifinals. 
Team members are 
(from left) Christine 
White, Jay Ruck-
elshaus, Dash Hol-
land, Claire Christoff, 
John Macke and 
Lizzy MacGill. 
Highlights photo/ 
Lisa Renze-Rhodes

Brain Game 
advances to 
Final Four

Irish pitch in when 
a call for help comes

As the director of the refugee 
resettlement program for Catholic 
Charities Indianapolis, Gabrielle 
Campo, ’99, knew exactly where 
to turn when her office learned 
that 50 refugees from Burma, Iraq 
and Sudan were on their way to 
the states.

Campo called her Cathedral 
family for help.

“I called Cheri (Halstead, di-
rector of service) and said, ‘I need 
help. I have people coming. I need 
supplies for an apartment — tow-
els, blankets, pillows, light bulbs, 
knives and forks,’ ” Campo said. 

The response was immedi-
ate. A sophomore religion teacher 
organized her students to bring in 
light bulbs. A teacher of a costum-
ing class asked her students to 
bring in pillows. Another teacher 
received donations from her col-
leagues to buy 36 new towels. 

“In a matter of four days, they 
were able to provide pillows, blan-
kets, utensils, lamps and shower 
curtains. Somebody donated a 
table and chairs,” Campo said. 
“Because of what Cathedral did, 
we were able to set up nine apart-
ments in one day. I was over-
whelmed by the generosity.”

The circumstances motivated 
Brenna Holland to help.

“It would be so difficult to as-

similate into a different culture,” 
said Brenna, a sophomore. 

Senior Carly Barger donated 
a new pillow. Sophomore Sarah 
Black donated light bulbs.

“Everyone is going through a 
hard time right now, but there are 
people who have it worse,” said 
Sarah. “It’s like we’re giving hope, 
not only for them but for our own 
country.”

— The Criterion

LEFT: Levi Kinney 
was one of dozens 
of students and 
staff who stepped 
in to help a group of 
refugees settling in 
Indianapolis. 

Highlights photo/ 
Lisa Renze-Rhodes
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&Pilgrims
Saints

LEFT: Jorden 
Mitchell was 
one of many 
students  
who created  
a festive mask 
for the dance. 

Highlights photos/ 
Lisa Renze-Rhodes

Freshmen in Nancy 
Wheeler’s English classes 
brought a bit of Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet to life with 
the creation of the Pilgrims 
and Saints Dance. 

After making “traditional” 
masks, the students formed 

two circles in the lobby of the 
Welch Activity Center, and 
with a little help from some 
period music, learned the 
eight-count steps. 

Wheeler said the activity 
has become a favorite among 
those studying the play. q 
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St. Meinrad trip  
offers insight into 
meaning, mission
of the Church 

Theology teacher Katie Lewis 
and a small group of students trav-
eled to St. Meinrad Archabbey to 
participate in the “One Bread, One 
Cup” conference, which focuses 
on the word, sacrament and mis-
sion of the Church.

The five-day liturgical leader-
ship conference is designed espe-
cially for high school youth and 
campus and youth ministers. 

In addition to fellowship and 
fun, Lewis said the Cathedral 
students split up to experience as 
much of the conference as pos-
sible.

“Each day we would attend 
classes and discussions about 
these terms (word, sacrament 
and mission) and how they apply 
to faith and life,” she said. “Then 

Those attending a faith-exploring retreat were from left Katie Lewis, theology teacher, 
Rev. Godfrey Mullen, OSB, vice rector of St. Meinrad school of theology, Tim DeCrane, 
a student from Indianapolis who joined the Cathedral group, and Cathedral students 
Vincent Demyan, Pat McSharar and MIchele Archambault.

Highlights photo/submitted by Katie Lewis

each student attended classes each 
day on a particular part of Mass. 
Vincent Demyan did cantoring, 
Michele Archaumbault did altar 
serving, and Pat McSharar did 
instrumental music. They learned 
not only how to do it, but why it 
was important for the Mass.”

Another group of Cathedral 
students is headed to the confer-
ence later this summer, Lewis said.

Instrumental  
musicians hit 
right notes at state

Congratulations to the instru-
mental state solo and ensemble 
finalists. Kathy McCullough, di-
rector of bands, said the students 
all received gold or silver ratings. 

“What a tremendous achieve-
ment for our students!”

Those students were:
Austin Bazilio (flugelhorn 

solo) – Gold rating
Zach Czachura (euphonium 

solo) - Gold rating (and one point 
from a perfect score) 

Wesley Edwards (trombone 
solo) – Gold rating

Cody Gordon (tenor sax solo) 
– Gold rating

Chris Jones (trombone solo) 
– Gold rating

Alex Moore (alto sax solo) 
– Silver rating

Darshan Sittampalam (drum 
set solo) – Silver rating

Henry Stewart (cello solo) 
– Silver rating

Perry saxophone sextet – Gold 
rating (Andrew Perry, alto sax; 
Kiefer Berry, alto sax; Harrison 
Rusk, alto sax; Cody Gordon, ten-
or sax; Mark Aikman, tenor sax; 
Mercer Suppiger, baritone sax).

Sophomore a page
 Megan Edwards was selected 

as a page for state Sen. Beverly 
Gard and spent a day in February 
at the Statehouse.

Edwards began the day with 
an orientation and tour of the 
Statehouse. She then spent time in 
the Senate Chamber observing the 
introduction of bills, listening to 
debates and delivering messages 
between senators and staff.

Grants earned
Cathedral students were 

awarded three grants through 
United Way Youth as Resources 
totaling $4961.75. They will be 
used for: a fair to teach others how 
to identify positive ways of dealing 
with anger; to teach elementary 
and middle school students to 
cook healthy dinners (and provide 
take-home kits); and to cook a 
monthly dinner at a shelter.





Call
a n s w e r i n g  t h e 

The ways people come to a life of service 

to the Lord are as unique as the men  

and women who embrace a vocation.

Read their stories in their own words.
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 “Sista, I gotta ask ya a question. Your vocation.  
Did ya know all at once or did it come in dribs and 
drabs?  I mean, ’cause I’m tryin’ to figure out what 
God wants of me, and I just wanna know.”  

Perhaps the quickest answer I could have given 
this young man whom I met at the gas station near 
our convent in the Bronx would have been, ‘I had my 
first inkling when my senior class at Cathedral voted 
me ‘Most likely to become a nun.’ ” (Check the 1999 
yearbook, it’s true!)  As it was, however, I spent the 
next few minutes sharing with him how it was that 
I, a Midwesterner through and through, now found 
myself wearing a religious habit and filling a 15-pas-
senger van at a gas station in the Bronx.  

I was blessed in my Catholic elementary and high 
schools with excellent teachers who, looking back, had 
a profound influence on my life both through what 
they taught and through their lived 
examples.  During my time at Cathe-
dral, I think of the way that Mr. (Jim) 
Obergfell’s class senior year inspired 
me to grow in virtue and maturity.  I 
also think of the way that Mr. (Glenn) 
Mauger’s enthusiasm for chemistry 
sparked my interest in the subject 
that would become my major in col-
lege and graduate school.  In writing 
this story, I cannot help but think of 
English class with Mrs. (Jo) Kissling, 
who held all of her students to a higher standard than 
seemed reasonable — until we realized with delight 
that if we put forth enough effort we could actually 
achieve that standard!  In addition to the many teach-
ers who influenced my life path, a great blessing at 
Cathedral was the Eucharistic presence of our Lord 
in the chapel in the heart of the school building.  I 
remember with great fondness many quiet moments 
spent there with our Lord in the midst of the busyness 
and noise of the school day.   

My first serious thoughts of a vocation came my 
junior year of college when I found myself seeking to 
understand the Lord’s plan for my life.  Around that 
same time, I attended a Come & See retreat with an 
order of sisters in northern Indiana. I was deeply im-
pressed by their prayer life and community life and by 
their wholehearted service to the Church, all of which 
was lived with striking joy and peace.  

“Could this be the life the Lord is calling me to?” I 
asked myself.  For the next several years, as I searched 
for the Lord’s will in my life, I tried to be open to hear 
and respond to His voice, although at times the idea 
of becoming a religious sister seemed overwhelming 
and even a little terrifying.  Could I really trust Him 
enough to lay all of my hopes and dreams at His feet? 

As I grew in my faith through college and gradu-
ate school, I began spending time daily in silence be-
fore our Lord in Eucharistic adoration.  My desire to 
receive Him more frequently and more worthily grew.  
I began attending daily Mass and regularly seeking 
His mercy and healing through the sacrament of Rec-
onciliation.  

One unforgettable autumn day in my third year 
of graduate school in Madison, Wis., I found myself 
in Eucharistic adoration meditating on the Gospel 

story in which Jesus walks on the water 
and invites Peter to step out of his boat 
to join Him atop the waves.  (Matthew 
14:22-33)  As I re-created the scene in 
my imagination, I heard the Lord speak 
as He approached the storm-tossed boat 
saying to terrified Peter, “Take courage, 
it is I; do not be afraid.”  In that mo-
ment, I knew that the Lord was holding 
out His hand and calling me to step out 
of my “boat” of graduate school and to 
step into the unknown in complete trust 

to follow Him down another life path.  At the same 
time I was given the grace to surrender completely to 
Him saying, “Yes, Lord.  Whatever you want.  Yes, I 
will do it.”  I knew at that moment that what had pre-
viously terrified me would actually be my path to the 
greatest freedom and fulfillment in life. 

That moment marked a turning point for me.  As I 
continued to pray and talk with my spiritual director, 
I came to understand that the Lord was calling me to 
be a consecrated religious.  I entered the Sisters of Life 
in fall 2007 and since then I have come to realize that 
in abandoning myself to the Lord’s will for my life, 
that by trustingly placing all of my hopes and dreams 
in the hands of the one who made me, I experience a 
deeper peace, joy and freedom than ever before.  My 
heart is filled with tremendous gratitude for this in-
comprehensible gift!

“I was given the 
grace to surrender 
completely to Him 
saying, ‘Yes, Lord.  

Whatever you 
want.  Yes, I  
will do it.’ ” 
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“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in 
a field, which a person finds and hides again, and out 
of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”  
(Matthew 13:44)

The way to happiness in this life is discovering 
what God’s dream is for you and, then once you’ve 
discerned it, pursuing that dream with all you’ve got.  
The challenging thing about true happiness is that it 
begins with seeking that which is God’s will.  How-
ever, so often we begin with seeking our will, what we 
want for ourselves, without tapping into what God 
wants for us.  We are called, as followers of Jesus, to 
pray for the tools and the grace to uncover what God 
calls us to be and to do in this life, so that we might 
find our way to the next one.  The whole thing is like a 
grand treasure hunt!

For some, the “treasure” that is a vocation is bur-
ied deep, and for others, it’s right near the surface.  I 
was fortunate to be given a clue about 
what God’s dream was for me at a very 
young age.  I attribute this in part to the 
blessing of growing up around priests.  
There are several priests in my family 
and from my home parish that had a 
significant influence upon me.  They 
were dynamic, generous and happy 
priests who showed me God’s love and 
helped me to know God more person-
ally through their priestly ministry and 
example.  From among my relatives, Father Tim Swee-
ney, OSB; Father Noah Casey; Father Jim Farrell and 
the late Father Jim Sweeney showed me that life as a 
priest was important and fulfilling work that brought 
Jesus to people and people to Jesus.  Cathedral’s chap-
lain, Father Bill Munshower, was my pastor for 21 
years at my home parish, Holy Spirit Church, on the 
Eastside of Indianapolis.  His love for the Church and 
for the Mass and prayer was infectious and inspired 
me to practice my faith and serve God more com-
pletely.

I also had the blessing of a good family, a support-
ive circle of friends and many opportunities that as-
sisted me in responding to that call to service from 
God.  So often, we need others’ help to find that trea-
sure trove of God’s dream deep within us.  My ances-

tors were immigrants of Irish and German descent.  
My great-grandparents and grandparents faithfully 
persevered in difficult times and successfully handed 
on the faith that saw them through all of life’s ups 
and downs.  Similarly, the steady faith and prayer-life 
of my parents and of my large extended family were 
an inspiration and a stabilizing force throughout my 
young life.  Indeed, God works through others to help 
us know what our gifts are and how God can use them 
to build up his Kingdom of justice, love and peace in 
the world.

Throughout my years at Cathedral High School, 
Wabash College and St. Meinrad Seminary, I gravitated 
toward positions of leadership, to public speaking and 
to service of others.  All these things lend themselves 
well to the work of a diocesan priest.  As a teenager, 
quietly and in my soul, I felt the stirrings of the Holy 
Spirit pulling me closer to God through prayer and 
the Sacraments.  This closeness to God was cultivated 

and guided by the wisdom and good-
ness of teachers like Sara Koehler, Jo  
Cavanaugh, Judy Ney, Lucia Fedor, 
Lisa Ford and many others.  Digging 
for the buried treasure of God’s will for 
you necessarily involves those around 
you who encourage and challenge you 
to be what God created you to be!

At some point in life, we all have 
to surrender to God’s will for us if we 
really want happiness and deep peace 

in this life and in the life to come.  I came to that point 
at the end of my college years.  After a study abroad 
experience in Ireland and a pilgrimage to Rome, I took 
the leap of faith and gave the priesthood a chance by 
entering the seminary to pray, study and formally dis-
cern this call from God. He had been calling me for 
many years through several priests, my family, good 
friends, and many wonderful opportunities and ex-
periences.  

Trusting in God, learning more about prayer and 
the Church and striving to be the best young man I 
could be all helped me to lay my life down to serve 
God and his people as a priest in the Catholic Church.  
Through the providence and grace of God, I found my 
treasure, and I’m happy.  

May it be so for us all!

“We are called,  
as followers 

of Jesus, to pray  
for the tools 

and the grace 
to uncover what 

God calls us to be.”
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I grew up in Terre Haute, only a few miles from the 
motherhouse of the Sisters of Providence, St. Mary of 
the Woods.  The Sisters of Providence were my teach-
ers all through school, as well as my parents, and they 
taught my grandmother in German at St. Benedicts in 
Terre Haute.  Grandma, Mary Weinberg Stewart, was 
the daughter of German immigrants, and her mar-
riage to my grandfather brought the Catholic faith to 
the Stewart side of the family.  

I remember briefly in grade school wanting to 
be an airline stewardess, but the lives of the sisters in 
my parish made more and more of an impression on 
me.  By the time I was in junior high my friends and 
I had figured out how to get a bus to St. Mary of the 
Woods in the summer time, and we would try to find 
the sisters who had taught us during the year to visit 
with them.  This was a challenge because there were 
about 1,400 Sisters of Providence who came back 
from teaching assignments all across 
the United States, Taiwan and Peru to 
spend their summers at St. Mary of the 
Woods. They took classes and enjoyed 
the 1,100 acres of trees and lakes, the 
beautiful Church of the Immaculate 
Conception and the venerable old col-
lege and motherhouse buildings.  Add-
ing to this challenge, of course, was the 
fact that they were all dressed exactly 
alike, covered in black from head to 
toe, and the sister who taught us mu-
sic had an identical twin sister who was 
also a Sister of Providence!

As my high school years were com-
ing to a close and my classmates were 
applying to colleges, I was applying 
not only to St. Mary of the Woods College but to the 
Sisters of Providence novitiate. In September 1965 I 
left home and family for St. Mary of the Woods.  The 
Sisters of Providence had very strict rules regarding 
home visits. Family members could come to St. Mary 
of the Woods four times a year while we were in the 
novitiate, but no sister was allowed to visit her home 
except when a family member was dying, and that 
visit was limited to three days.  

Vatican II was coming to a close in 1965, and that 
meant tremendous changes for the Church and for 
religious communities.  Those changes were welcome 
and necessary.  At the end of our first year of novitiate, 

we were the first group of sisters allowed to go home 
for a two-week visit.

But two events led many sisters to question their 
commitment to religious life. The first was Vatican II, 
which put a new emphasis on marriage and family life 
while opening new opportunities for women to serve 
the Church. The second was upheavals in American 
society in the 1960s and ’70s. 

Only seven of the 52 women who entered the no-
vitiate with me in 1965 continued their commitment 
to the Sisters of Providence.  Two of those sisters have 
died.   The five of us who remain are scattered across 
the country.  

We celebrated our 40th anniversary together at St. 
Mary of the Woods in 2005, and we were all in Rome 
in 2006 for Mother Theodore’s canonization.

For me, life as a Sister of Providence has been a very 
happy experience. I have lived with wonderful sisters 

in four convents here in Indianapo-
lis, and I’m doing what I’ve wanted 
to do since my college years — teach 
history.  I began my teaching career 
at St. Philip Neri, and two of my stu-
dents from there have worked with 
me here at Cathedral — Jean Har-
ris and Jimmy O’Hara.  One of my  
honors U.S. history students this 
year, Kathleen O’Hara, is the daugh-
ter of Chuck O’Hara, Jimmy’s broth-
er, who was also one of my St. Philip 
Neri students. 

In 1980, during my second teach-
ing assignment in Indianapolis, I re-
ceived a letter from Mike McGinley 
asking if I would be interested in 

teaching at Cathedral.  That was a welcome opportu-
nity to move from teaching history on the junior high 
level to teaching high school students.  It has been my 
privilege to teach so many wonderful young men and 
women here at Cathedral and to work with such great 
teachers and staff members.  

Mother Theodore’s advice “to love the students 
first and then teach them” has been my goal, and I 
hope I bring to my students some sense of God’s love 
and compassion for them.

“Life  
as a Sister of 

Providence has 
been a very happy 

experience ... 
I hope I bring to 

my students some 
sense of God’s love 

and compassion 
for them.”

q 
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I can honestly say that if it were not for Cathedral 
High School, I might not be a priest today.

Of course, God’s call is not limited by a specific 
time or place — He will call us no matter where we are 
or what direction our lives take. But the circumstanc-
es of life can and do affect how well we hear God’s call 
— how well we open our ears to listen to His voice. 

The first time I acknowledged that God might 
be calling me to the priesthood was on my Christian 
Awakening retreat as a senior at Cathedral. Prior to 
that retreat, I had planned a career in geology, even 
to the point of applying to colleges 
based on their geology programs. 
During the course of my senior re-
treat, a teacher asked if I had ever 
considered the priesthood. In many 
ways, it was a novel idea — but in 
other ways, it made complete sense. 
Being a priest was already in my 
soul, but I had not yet been awak-
ened to that reality. From that day 
forward, everything about my life 
changed.

The first person I spoke with 
about a possible vocation to the 
priesthood was the late Rev. Patrick 
Kelly, then Cathedral’s principal. His sage advice was 
to take time to listen — not to rush into any decisions 
too quickly. I also spoke about this possible call with 
the members of my retreat team, all of whom were 
supportive and encouraging. Following the retreat, I 
spent many hours considering God’s call while meet-
ing with Mrs. Jo Cavanaugh, Cathedral religion teach-
er and my spiritual companion for my final three years 
of high school. Through our conversations, I learned 
how to listen more and more closely to how God was 
calling me.

All during this time, I did not know for sure that 
the priesthood was my calling — it took me several 
years to know that I was indeed listening to what God 
wanted me to do with my life. However, I did change 

my college major to religion and philosophy and en-
rolled at La Salle University in Philadelphia, a Catho-
lic school operated by the Christian Brothers. During 
my four years at La Salle, one of my main priorities 
was discerning God’s call in my life. I spent time in 
prayer and became involved in liturgies, retreats and 
service organizations on campus. Sometime during 
my junior year, it happened. I really don’t know what 
it is, and there are no words to explain it — other than 
a complete, inner peace that God was calling me to 
serve Him as a priest. Gradually, I just knew in the 

depths of my heart that this call was 
not of my own making, but was from 
God. It made complete sense in an 
indescribable way.

Following college, I entered sem-
inary at St. Meinrad School of Theol-
ogy. Father Kelly died when I was a 
deacon, about five months before my 
priesthood ordination, and I had the 
privilege of serving as the deacon at 
his funeral Mass. In June 2004, nu-
merous teachers and friends from 
my days at Cathedral were at my or-
dination and First Mass of Thanks-
giving in Indianapolis, including 

Jo Cavanaugh, who proclaimed one of the Scripture 
readings at my First Mass. To me, it made perfect 
sense for the people of Cathedral to have a role in the 
first days of my priesthood, because it was through 
the people of Cathedral that I first heard God’s call. I 
think of them now every time I baptize an infant or 
child and wear the stole that was an ordination gift 
from the Cathedral faculty.

I can’t say that Cathedral led me to the priesthood 
— God did that. But I can say that Cathedral helped 
me learn how to open my ears and listen. It’s an intan-
gible blessing, one that can’t be taught in a classroom 
or on the playing field. It’s the greatest gift I received 
in becoming who I am today. And for that, I will be 
forever grateful.

“He will call 
us no matter 
where we are 

or what direction our 
lives take. But 

the circumstances 
of life can and do 
affect how well we 

hear God’s call.”
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People ask me all the time why I decided to become 
a Catholic sister.  I was 18 years old when I entered 
the convent on Sept. 8, 1963, the feast of the birth of 
the Blessed Mother.  What adolescent at the age of 18 
knows why he or she makes critical life decisions?  I 
just knew that I wanted to be of service to others, and 
I was fascinated by the Sisters who taught me for more 
than 12 years — the Franciscans, in Oldenburg, Ind.  
It was no more complicated than that. 

Perhaps I was a bit immature at that time.  When I 
hear young people today talking about their relation-
ship to God and Jesus, I think back over these many 
years and wonder if I was that open about my faith.  
I know I wasn’t.  I was, however, deeply committed 
and pious with regard to all aspects of my Catholic 
upbringing.  The Mass was the central focus of home 
life and personal life.

So, what happened in those in-
tervening years from 1963 to 2010?  
The Second Vatican Council!  From 
1962 to 1965, Pope John XXIII ini-
tiated what was a massive overhaul 
of the Church, including how vowed 
religious lived and interacted with 
the world.

As a result, shortly after I entered 
the Sisters of St. Francis everything 
began to change so that the theology 
and spirituality of Vatican II was re-
flected in our lifestyle.  Sisters all over the world be-
gan to examine their congregations’ roots, eventually 
weeding out nonessential practices and focusing on 
ministry to the People of God, meeting the needs of 
the Church and society, and re-examining our theolo-
gies, spiritualities and community life.

What happened to Sisters during that exciting and 
invigorating time?  First of all, we gradually changed 
from wearing only habits to dressing much like our 
sisters we encountered in everyday life.  Second, we 
were allowed to visit our families in their own homes.  
Third, we could go on vacations!!  For a young woman 
in her 20s, these were all big deals!

More importantly, we began to examine the real 
essence of religious life, the call of our founders and 
our deep authentic beginnings.  As Franciscans, we 
learned that our gift to the Church and the world is to 
live simply, to contemplate the wonders of our natural 

world, to minister to marginalized people and to cor-
rect injustices wherever we are.  This theology led each 
of us to a deep prayer life, a spirituality that deepened 
our relationship with the Divine and with Jesus.  We 
began to choose ministries based on the needs of the 
time as well as our individual gifts and talents.  Pro-
fessional development and leadership opportunities 
abounded.  And community living among us became 
richer, stronger and filled with opportunities for deep 
friendship and support of one another.

So — what happened to ME?  Most important-
ly, my spiritual life — the life of the Divine — began 
to emerge within me.  I began to develop the Divine 
within me — both imminent and transcendent — that 
encompassed all and contained the entire universe.  I 
began to read the mystics, who constantly reminded 
me that I am one of them, entwined with God, Jesus 

and all the saints.
In addition, I began to grow in 

love for my Sisters in community.  I 
began to recognize that we women 
are intimately connected to one an-
other in our vision for ministry, ser-
vice, spirituality and the common 
life.  I am a part of something bigger 
than myself.   In our Vision and Jour-
ney document, we say, “Where one 
is, there are we all.”

I’m not sure that any other life-
style would have allowed me the flexibility and en-
couragement to pursue the ministry and service op-
portunities I’ve been engaged in during my lifetime.  
I’ve grown as a person, become courageous, taken 
risks and become transformed as a result of the peo-
ple in my life — the students I’ve taught, the battered 
women for whom I’ve advocated, the staff I’ve super-
vised, and the professional leaders from whom I’ve 
learned.

So what happened to me from 1963 to 2010?  In a 
word — TRANSFORMATION!  I became the woman 
that the Divine, in partnership with me, envisioned.  
With God’s help and the support of community, fam-
ily and friends, I accepted challenges and surrendered 
to the Divine flow within my life.  It has been extraor-
dinary.  The destination is not important, but the steps 
along the way are.  The journey continues, and I’m 
awed by what I find along the way.

“I am part 
of something bigger 

than myself ...  
I’ve grown, become 
courageous, taken 
risks and become 

transformed.

q 
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Does the name George 
Powers, Father George Powers, 
ring any bells?  Father Powers 
was a religion teacher and coun-
selor at Cathedral High School 
back in the late 1940s.  He was 
a remarkable inspiration for 
me and several other students 
in my time.  My class, the class 
of 1950, had an unusual num-
ber of candidates for religious 
life and priesthood.  Pat Evand, 
Gene Suding, Herman Lutz, 
Bob Konstanzger, Don Wigal, 
Tom Murphy, Randy Marshall, 
Jim Cantwell and I all went into 
church vocations.

We were exposed to the 
priestly lives of Fathers Bill 
Buhmeir, Paul Courtney, James 
Galvin, Charles Noll and Pow-
ers. We also saw how the Holy 
Cross brothers lived, both in-
dividually and in community.  
What an impact that group 
of dedicated educators living 
in community on the school 
premises at 14th and Meridian, 
had on several generations of 
Catholic young men. 

But that’s history. What do 
we take from that era today?  I 
think the priests and brothers 
were so present and available, 
their lives so attractive, that 
was why so many of us serious-
ly considered their way of life 
as an option for ourselves. 

Personal contact, not just 
the classroom, was the means 
of building personal relation-
ships.

Rev. William Munshower

Cathedral, ’50

“I think the priests and brothers 
were so present and available, 

their lives so attractive, 
that was why so many of us

seriously considered their way 
of life ... for ourselves.”

q 
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e Freshman earns medal

Alex Rohe earned a third place medal in 
the 2010 Arnold Fencing Classic which was 
held in March in Columbus, Ohio.

The two-day event draws youth fencers 
from around the world. 

A member of the IndySabre  
fencing club, Alex received his award from  
two-time Olympic gold medalist Mariel 
Zagunis.

He is the son of Mark and Suzan Rohe. q 

Sports notes
Longtime boys’ basketball 

scorekeeper Daniel “Doc” Well-
man was honored for his 36 years 
of service to the City Basketball 
Tournament.

• Cathedral golf coach Joe 
Vollmer, ’66, was named the 2009 
boys’ golf Coach of the Year  
for Indiana by the National 
Federation of State High School 
Associations.

• Irish bowling coach Bryan 
Banschbach was named the 2009 
Bowling Coach of the Year by the 
state bowling association.

• Two girls’ basketball play-
ers were honored by the Marion 
County Coaches of Girls Sports 
Association All-City Teams.

Christie Cates was named to 
the All-City Team, and Madison 
Berry received honorable mention 
recognition.

• The girls’ soccer team was 
named the Midwest Team of the 
Year. The award was presented 
at the annual National Soccer 
Coaches Association convention.

When the rest of the school 
was freezing while walking to 
and from class, the cheerleaders 
were in Florida, awaiting their 
chance to perform at the 2010 
National High School Cheer-
leading Championship. The team 
qualified to participate in nation-
als, following a top performance 
at the Universal Cheerleaders 
Association regionals.

The road to nationals is a 
long but exciting process for the 
cheerleaders. 

“It all began in July right be-
fore school started when we got 
our routine made from a nation-
ally known choreographer. He 
put difficult stunting sequences 
and tumbling in the routine, so 
we spent the summer working 

on those,” said senior Kristen 
Fischer.

Training for nationals is no 
easy feat. 

“We started practicing in 
early summer four days a week, 
and when school started, prac-
tices moved to six days a week 
with conditioning before school 
on Tuesdays,” Fischer said.

In 2008, the girls placed 15th 
and missed finals but came back 
last year with a 12th place finish. 
“Twelfth place might not sound 
that good, but when you’re 
competing against 70 of the best 
teams in the country, it’s quite an 
accomplishment,” said Fischer.

“Although it would be awe-
some to finish in the top five, 
hitting our routine means a lot 
more to us,” said Fischer. 

Cheerleaders 7th 
at nationals
By Caroline Graham

q 
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Young team builds 
for future seasons

By John oesher

Underclassmen Paul Bayt (left) and Collin Hartman helped the Irish throughout the 
season. Hartman, a 6’6” shooting guard, is ranked nationally as a top recruit prospect 
for the Class of 2013.

Highlights photo/Tony Skelton

Franqlin Gatson couldn’t have 
been prouder.

A senior for the Cathedral 
High School basketball team, Gat-
son knew from the start that the 
2009-10 season would be a differ-
ent season than years past.

But Gatson said while that 
was true about the Irish this past 
season, something else was equally 
true — that while the victories 
may not have come as easily or as 
often as in the past, and although 
the record at the end of the season 
was closer to .500 than in seasons 
past, a lot was accomplished.

“We had a lot of youth this 
year,” Gatson said. “We weren’t 
senior-heavy. We weren’t upper-
classmen heavy. 

“We had to rethink our roles 
and a lot of underclassmen had to 
step up for us.”

The Irish, after three consecu-
tive 20-victory seasons, lost a slew 
of college-bound seniors. That 
made for a season of learning and 
one in which the Irish took strides 
en route to a 12-9 record and a 
63-50 first-round loss to Lawrence 
North in the Class 4A Sectional 10 
tournament.

“We made a lot of progress this 

Forward
motion

season,” Irish head coach Scott 
Hicks said. “I was very proud of 
how guys responded throughout 
the season.”

The Irish last season gradu-
ated a core of seniors who kept 
the program at elite status in the 
city, a group that included Kelsey 
Barlow, now at Purdue, and Errick 
Peck, now at Cornell. 

Before the season, Hicks said 
he had no idea what to expect.

What happened in the next 
three months, Hicks said, was a 
group that came together in ways 
few could imagine before the sea-
son, a group that reached 12-4 be-
fore losing its last five games. But 
it was also a group with seniors 
such as Gatson and forward Kevin 
Owens willing to not only play 
new roles but to help a talented 
group of underclassmen grow.

That group included two 
freshman starters, forward Collin 
Hartman — considered one of the 

city’s best up-and-coming young 
players — as well as starting point 
guard David Hill.

The lone senior with extensive 
experience entering the season 
was Kofi Hughes, who will play 
football for Indiana University.

“I’m really proud of the team 
and the way that we handled 
ourselves,” Gatson said. “It was a 
really fun year. Even as a senior, it 
was a learning experience for me. 
It was a lot of fun, having to take a 
major leadership role.”

Hicks said the season was a 
satisfying process of learning and 
improving.

Said Hicks, “We had some 
experience, but we had guys who 
were playing new roles. 

“When you have that, it makes 
it a little tougher each game. Each 
game is a learning experience. Our 
schedule is set up that way.” q 



Winter 2010 Cathedral Highlights 31

irish athletics

Senior Molly Sahm said she 
will miss playing basketball for Ca-
thedral High School, but when she 
thinks of this past season, she said 
there is a very real feeling of not 
just accomplishment but pride.

The season was difficult. And 
the roster dwindled early.

And with a victory or two here 
and there in some achingly close 
games, the record could have been 
better. But Sahm, and Linda Bam-
rick, head coach, said what was 
perhaps most important this past 
season was not only improvement 

“It’s going to be pretty good”
Foundation being 
reset for program
By John oesher

Members of the 2009-10 girls’ varsity basketball team (front row, from left) Christie Cates, Olivia Sedwick, Molly Sahm, Mariah 
Whitaker, Madison Berry and Kayla Cook; and (back row) head coach Linda Bamrick, assistant coach Sue Mills, assistant coach Carrie 
DeBruler, Katie Arterburn, Megan Tsangaris, Meghan McCarthy, Sarah Jensen, Emily Loew, Morgan Soderholm and Molly Ward.

Highlights photo/Cathedral Athletic Department

but the continued developing of a 
foundation.

And that, the Irish got in a big 
way.

“I’m not too worried about the 
program,” Sahm said. “It’s going to 
be pretty good.”

One reason is because the 
Irish did more than turn in a win-
ning record this past season.

The Irish, who had had two 
losing seasons in a three-year pe-
riod — including a 6-15 season in 
2008-09 — recovered from a slow 
start and frustrating losses this 
past season to win seven of their 
last 11 games and finish with an 
11-10 record.

They did so with a young 
team, a team with two seniors 
— Sahm and Mariah Whitaker 

— and several underclassmen 
likely to form the core of the team 
moving forward.

“I love their work ethic,” Bam-
rick said of the underclassmen. 
“I love their ability to understand 
where weaknesses lie and continue 
to focus on building on what we 
started. With any team, there are 
things we need to improve on, and 
it seems like a lot. I don’t think 
we’re very far off.”

Bamrick said although they 
will be gone, the contributions 
of Sahm and Whitaker won’t be 
forgotten. 

“Their leadership was invalu-
able to us and our program,” 
Bamrick said. “They set the tone 
and foundation for us to build 
upon going into next season.” q 
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The 2009-10 Cathedral-Chatard Club Hockey Team.
Highlights photo/Cathedral Athletic Department

Mike Kellermeyer wasn’t used 
to this. None of the members of 
the Cathedral-Chatard hockey 
club were, really.

Not playing in a state champi-
onship game?

Not the usual finish for the 
members of a team that tradition-
ally contends for a title.

But Kellermeyer — in his 
seventh season as the program’s 
coach — said this year had a dif-

Looking forward with an optimistic eye

By John oesher

Talented 
team will 
be strong

ferent feel than past seasons, a 
rebuilding feel with an eye for the 
future. 

There is talent in the program, 
he said, and potential for the 
future.

“We had a young team,” Kell-
ermeyer said. “We’re just trying to 
build for the upcoming seasons of 
Cathedral hockey.”

Which is what he said the 
program did.

And although the final re-
cord of 11-22-7 didn’t match past 
winning seasons, the reality was 
the program played with a far 
younger lineup than years past. 
Senior goaltender Vincent Indiano 
stood out for his leadership and 
solid play, Kellermeyer said, but 
a huge storyline for the program 
was the season-long development 
and improvement of a relatively 
inexperienced team.

“We gave a lot of kids some 
ice time who usually in years past 
wouldn’t have gotten it,” he said. 
“It should get them prepared and 
ready. It was a challenge. But you 
have to have some rebuilding 
years.”

And by season’s end, Keller-
meyer said the group was playing 
some of its best hockey.

“In one or two years, we’re 
going to be very solid, I believe. 
We need a solid goaltender. We’re 
really going to miss that. We need 
a couple of kids who can put the 
puck in the net, but as far as our 
core set of players, I think we’re 
pretty well off.

“They’re quick learners, quick 
studies, and they work hard. If 
they do that, we’ll be successful. 
Hard work and sticking to a game 
plan — that’s going to win you 
games, right there.” q 
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In a sense, Eddie Steinmetz 
is leaving Cathedral High School 
swimming.

That’s in the physical sense, 
and in a real sense, because Stein-
metz — a captain the past two 
seasons — is a senior and won’t be 
swimming for the Irish anymore.

But in another sense, he said 
he will remain part of a program 
that has taken dramatic strides in 
recent seasons. He has a brother 
who likely will swim next season, 

Highlights photo/Doug McSchooler

Freshman Andrew Cramer finished fourth 
at the state diving finals at IUPUI.

Four school records smashed; growth continues

Making a splash
By John oesher and twin sisters in the fifth grade 

who he imagines will swim there, 
too.

“I definitely saw improvement 
as far as work ethic goes,” Stein-
metz said. “It really shows as far as 
our meets. There’s a better bond 
between all of us. We were all kind 
of pulling for each other.

“The program is definitely tak-
ing a turn for the better.”

The Irish boys this season not 
only finished third at the sectional 
meet — an improvement of one 
place from last season — they 
broke school records: the 400m 
free relay; the 200m medley relay; 
the 500m free; the 100m breast-
stroke; and in 1M diving .

Those were the first boys 
school records of Irish coach Paula 
Meyer’s four-year tenure.

“Throughout the entire sea-
son, they were getting better along 
the way,” Meyer said. “They were 
thinking they were going to get 
better, but they had a great year.”

Said Steinmetz, “Now, when 
we have school assemblies, people 
say, ‘Oh, I see you guys broke the 
record. That’s really cool.’ We’re 
starting to get some recognition 
around school.”

“This was just one small step 
toward getting second place next 
year, or being in contention for 
that,” Meyer said about sectionals. 
“We do have some good freshmen 
coming in, and we’re going to have 
a summer conditioning program 

this year for the first time.”
Another major reason for the 

optimism around the team: The 
presence of diver Andrew Cramer, 
another school record breaker. 

Cramer won the sectional 
meet with a score of 432.45 before 
finishing fourth in the state meet 
at a freshman.

Elsewhere, the Irish were a 
mix of youth and experience.

Meyer said Steinmetz’s con-
tributions won’t be forgotten. She 
said that she approached Stein-
metz about being a captain enter-
ing his junior season was unusual, 
but such was his leadership ability. 
Still, while he, Patrick Donovan, 
Alec Bannister and the rest of the 
senior class will be missed, Meyer 
said there is talent to move for-
ward.

“They will be missed, but I 
feel like although we won’t replace 
them, we won’t lose anything with 
the strength of our sophomore 
class,” Meyer said.

“We’re starting to see more 
club swimmers coming our way. 
That works wonders for your 
program, when you’re bringing in 
that mentality of an athlete. 

“They proved to themselves 
this year they could do a lot, and 
they’re very focused on coming 
back and making it an even better 
year.” q 
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The individual stuff was fine.
But Gabby Crowe said that re-

ally isn’t what what she or anyone 
else around Cathedral girls swim-
ming will remember about this 
season, a year that seemingly grew 
more memorable by the week.

Crowe (above right) said she’ll 
remember how the Irish bonded. 
And how they improved.

She and coach Paula Meyer 
said they’ll long remember a 
sectional meet in which an entire 
season – three or four seasons, 

A spirited season

The 2009-10 girls’ swimming and diving team.
Highlights photo/Lisa Renze-Rhodes

By John oesher

Girls set new  
standard by  
breaking records

really – seemed to culminate, but 
mostly she’ll remember how the 
program continued to improve as 
a whole.

And that, Crowe said, was re-
ally something to remember.

“This team is as strong as it’s 
been since I’ve been here, for 
sure,” said Crowe, a junior free-
styler who qualified for the state 
meet as an individual for a second 
consecutive season. 

She also broke the school 
record in the 200m free. Courtney 
Roessler took the new record in 
the 100m backstroke.

“Everybody, now, understands. 
They push themselves. Everyone 
motivates everybody else.”

Meyer, in her fourth season 
as the Irish swimming coach, 
said this was very much a season 

in which many 
elements came 
together for 
success. It cul-
minated with a 
third-place finish 
in the sectional 
meet at Lawrence 

North High School.
Significant, Meyer said, was 

finishing ahead of Lawrence Cen-
tral and Warren Central.

“We beat two Class 5A 
schools,” she said.

“The fact that the girls broke 
some records, I think they’ve got-
ten a taste for what it takes,” she 
said. “Everyone wanted to break 
records (before), but we weren’t 
there yet. This year ... we’re start-
ing to see real growth.”
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Senior John Stringfield (top) went 39-8 for his final season with the Irish, ending with an 
appearance at the state finals. Stringfield finished eighth in the state at 130 pounds.

All in all, head coach Sean 
McGinley said while the team 
would have loved to have stood on 
a few more podiums individually, 
and while it would have loved to 
have advanced another place or 
two in the team state finals, the 
bigger picture was this:

The Irish advanced five wres-
tlers individually to the state 
finals.

As a team, Cathedral made the 
state finals for a second consecu-
tive season and for the fourth time 
in five seasons.

In all — a solid season.
“We had a good year,” McGin-

ley said. “Unfortunately, we were 
kind of banged up all year. To go 
as far as we did, and to do as well 
as we did, I think we had to be 
pleased.”

The Irish (21-6) lost to third-
ranked Perry Meridian (26-2) by 
a score of 39-20 in a state team 
quarterfinal. The team finished 
the season ranked No. 12 in the 
Indiana High School Wrestling 
Coaches Association poll.

“That’s really important, 
because people were saying, 
‘Cathedral’s going to have a down 
year,’ ’’ senior 215-pounder Jake 
Buchanan said.

The state team finals followed 
a month in which the Irish turned 
in a solid performance in the in-
dividual state tournament. Sopho-
more Tyler Willis (43-2) finished 
second in the individual state 
finals Feb. 20 at 160 pounds, Brian 
Harvey (40-7) finished sixth at 112 
pounds, John Stringfield (39-8) 
finished eighth at 130 pounds, 
Austin Neibarger (38-9) finishing 
eighth at 152 pounds and Buchan-
an qualified at 215 pounds.

Willis was unable to compete 
in the team state finals after sus-
taining an injury the week before 
at the individual tournament, 
but McGinley said having three 

At 215 pounds, senior Jake Buchanan (left) ended 
his career with an appearance at the state finals. 
Buchanan helped the Irish go 21-6 for the year.

Irish ‘had to be pleased’

By John oesher

Team goes to state 
finals for fourth 
time in five years

underclassmen participate in the 
state individual finals is a signifi-
cant occurrence for the coming 
seasons.

“We have some high-end kids 
coming back,” McGinley said. “We 
just have to get our numbers up 
(for) the program.”

Sophomore John Hummel 
(112 pounds) also gained experi-
ence this season, as did fresh-
men Gino Gillum (140), Conner 
Leneham (145) and junior Maxx 
Hamm (152),  who stepped into 
varsity roles. Seniors Alex Col-
lignon (125), Sam Oskins (135) 
and Steve Hackl (189) wrestled 
extensively on the varsity for the 
first time.

“That’s what you hope you 
have happen,” McGinley said. 
“You hope that you do replace 
these guys and have them step in. 
They did that.”

Said Buchanan, “We were 
going to keep fighting no matter 
what, and we were still going to 
have a great, competitive team.” q 
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‘Bond’ makes 
his mark

As promised, the 33rd-an-
nual ShamrAuction turned once 
again into the year’s hottest party, 
when another sold-out crowd 
helped raise $400,000 in support 
of Cathedral’s mission.

Cathy Horn, director of 
events, said the theme, “Bond 
— The Cathedral Bond!” along 
with superstar co-chairs, gener-
ous sponsors and attendees, and a 
legion of faithful volunteers, made 
the event a can’t miss.

“Our theme really captured 
everyones’ imaginations,” Horn 
said. “From the very beginning, 
our amazing co-chairs, Jenni-
fer Brady and Craig McGinnis, 
worked tirelessly to make sure the 
night would be a success.

“That leadership, coupled  
with our ‘never-say-die’ com-
mittee chairpeople and all their 
volunteers, our faithful sponsors 
and attendees — wow! We are so 
thankful and just so blessed!”

Mark your calendars NOW 
for next year’s ShamrAuction, set 
for Saturday, Feb. 26, 2011.
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LEFT: The 2010 ShamrAuction co-chairs, Jennifer Brady and Craig McGinnis 
worked diligently to insure this year’s event would be a terrific success.

LOWER LEFT: Senior Ashlee Mills was one of the members of the choir who 
greeted visitors as they made their way from the auxiliary gym down to the 
Robert V. Welch Student Activity Center.

BELOW: Following the dinner and live and silent auctions, party goers danced 
into the night, to the sounds of Jayne Bond and the Pink Martinis.

Highlights photos/Rich Miller

ShamrAuction  
2010 sponsors
EVENT SPONSORS

Emerald
The Rick Pfleger Family

Luck of the Irish
Shiel Sexton Company, Inc.
The EMS Group

Pot of Gold
Double Eagle Turf Management
Lenex Steel Company
Old National Insurance
Shelbourne Knee Center
The Bill and Jennifer Brady Family
UBS – Sellery White Investment  
 Consulting

O’Silver
Michael G. Welsh, MD and Family
  
Shamrock 
Fifth Third Bank
The Bill and Mary Jane Brady Family
The Jack Baker Families

TABLE SPONSORS

2009 Lady Irish Soccer  
 State Champions
Allied Solutions
Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf  
 Architects, Martin Lynch
Cooke Financial Group
CSO Architects
Eckhart & Company, Inc.
Harrison College
Management 2000
Marian University
PFM Car & Truck Care Center
re:newal Premium Spring Water
The Whitsett Group, LLC
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ShamrAuction  
2010 sponsors
EVENT DONORS

Annie-O’s Events
Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf  
 Architects, Martin Lynch
DC Designer Tux Shoppe
Dellen Automotive Group
Dreyer and Reinbold
Evans Audiovisual
Family Leisure of Indianapolis
Furniture Origins
G. Thrapp Jewelers
J.C. Sipe Jewelers
Midwest Mole, Inc. 
Monarch Beverage Company
National Wine and Spirits
Reis Nichols Jewelers
Rich Weddings
Sahm’s Catering
Shiel Sexton Construction Plus
Somerset CPAs, Ken Hedlund
The Coca-Cola Company
TNM Delivery, Inc.
Tom Wood Porsche-Audi
WaterDogs Irrigation Specialists
Zachary Confections, Inc.

ShamrAuction  
2010 volunteers

Our thanks to our many adult 
volunteers! The auction would not 
be possible without you! 

Bobby Allen
Loretto Armstrong-Evans
Thomanisa Ash
Sheryl Babb
Cyndy Bailey
Todd Bailey

Highlights photos/Rich Miller

TOP: Guests had the to try their hand at James Bond’s life, including having access to a fully 
licensed and functioning, very Monte Carlo-esque, craps table.
ABOVE: Auctioneer Scott Kolb, (back to camera) tries to entice David Day, ’81,  
to enter into the live item bidding while Day’s daughter Stephanie, ’03, looks on. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Jake Zupancic affects the perfect double agent pose, keeping guests from too 
soon moving into the Robert V. Welch Student Activity Center.
RIGHT: Annie-O’s Events helped set the mood, including these detailed table centerpieces.
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Julie Barthel
Dawn Basicker
Becky Bechtel
Vic Becker
Bill Beechler
Kerry Bender
Pete Berg
Brad Bergoff
Bernice Berlage
Kathy Bethuram
Jennifer Brady
Mimi Burnside
Angie Cathcart
Beth Christoff
David Christoff
Paul Clark
Ann  Collins
Brian Collins
Ann Cummings
Rita Deklyen
Tom Deklyen
Suzy Dilts
Patty Edwards
Rose Egan
Anthony Ernst
Beth Ernst
Bruce Evans
Donna Fleck
Sean Fleck
Howard Fogel
Lisa Ford
Tom Ford
Terry L. Fox
Cindy Franz
Betty Graham
Tom Greer
Chad Heck
Rebecca Herbert
Simon Herbert
Jennifer Herron
Tim Herron
Scott Hicks
Stacy Hoaglin

Steve Hoaglin
Elaine Holloway
Tom Hornak
Jennifer Jacoby
Kim Jamell
Mike Jaskoski
Mary Jones
Ken Kaufman
Jean Kesterson
Angie Keough
Carrie Kozyrski
Karen Kreutzinger
Angie Kubacki
Kevin Kubacki
Rolly Landeros
Linda Lee
Jim Loew
Sally Loew
Cami Logan
April Long
Rhonda Low
Jan Maci
Joyce Marshall
TR Marshall
Glenn Mauger
Roger McClellan
Bridget McClellan
Jim McLinn
Lynn Miller
Courtney Mitchell
Kieron Mitchell
Michael Moffat
Father Munshower
Beth Murphy
Patrick Murphy
Mark Noe
Jim Nohl
Laurie O’Brien
Brenda Owens
Lisa Perius
Kathy Pivonka
Mary Piwoworski
Bakari Posey

Sandy Reardon
Lisa Renze-Rhodes
Gail Rowe
Cindy Rueschhoff
Tom Rueschhoff
John Rushka
Karen Rushka
Jerry Sabuda
Cindy Sabuda
Melba Salmon
Kathy Saum
Kathy Scaletty
Bridget Schlebecker
Gara Schommer
Mary Schott
Paul Schroeder
Vicki Scotto
Dru Sexson
Bo Sexson
Jean Shepard
Harold Spooner
Michelle Stark
Rick Streiff
Chris Thie
Debbie Thie
Rick Turi
Mike Ulmer
Julie Vanderbosch
Steve Vanderbosch
Susan Waers
Susie Watson
Amy Weber
Sue Welch
Al Will
Hanna Will
Leslie Willsey
Beth Wissler
Paul Wissler
Edie Witchger
Cindy Wolf
Madonna Wolf
Scott Wolf
Mark Worrell

Highlights photos/Rich Miller
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Paul Arduini
Andy Ash
William Ash
Jacob Avellana
Corey Babb
Briana Badgett
Meghan Baker
Katie Barker
Connor Barthel
Christina Bechtel
Lucas Behringer
Tom Bemenderfer
Ellyn Berghoff
Alec Bradford
Paige Bradford
Mary Brennan
Alex Broady
Mattie Brokaw
Jake Buchanan
Daulton Buckingham
Kendall Burgett
Danila Burnham
Brooks Butler
Morgan Carlton
Brittany Casavant
Faith Cavanaugh
Helen Clark
Katie Cleary
Mike Cohoat
Bobby Cohoat
Tommy Cohoat
Bobby Cohoat
Kevin Collins
Keenan Collins
Sara Conway
Bria Covington
Gabby Crowe
Ian Cureton
Lily Delalande
Dominick Dixon
Natalie Donahue
Zach Douglas

ShamrAuction 2010 volunteers
Cathedral is blessed to have the best students anywhere -- and they 

prove it with all they do to make the school a remarkable place to be! 
Thanks students! Your talents added another dimension to our event.

Marika Edwards
Wesley Edwards
Sebastian Ewald
Jordan Felder
Chelsea Finnegan
Kara Fischer
Jack Fleck
Karlie Fletcher
Kelley Ford
Jack Frigge
Michael Garey
Thomas Graham
Anne Green
Kathryn Habecker
Kati Hall
Chase Haskin
Mitch Hicks
Joe Hilger
Ben Hizer
Katy Hoeper
Devonia Holland
Reece Horn

TOP: Raffle  
ticket sales 
soared on the 
night of the 
auction, thanks 
to these young 
women who 
were working  
to make it a  
success. Back 
row (from left) 
Allie Sobecki,  
Karissa  
LaGrotte, Jennie 
Shipley, Lauren 
Rascoe, Allie 
Zimmerman 
and Christina 
Bechtel. From 
row (from left) 
Abby Lauck and 
Emily Stewart.
LEFT: Tom  
Bemenderfer 
was one of a 
number of young 
men

Highlights  
photos/ 
Rich Miller
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Kofi Hughes
Will Hunker
Amanda  Ignas
Tedd Karas
Katelyn Kempf
Kyle Kennedy
Claire Kiesel
Tyler Knoblauch
Kelsey Kreutzinger
Liz Krull
Karissa LaGrotte
Abby Lauck
Ellen Lee
Kelsey Lee
Brynn Lee
Sam Lesem
Emily Mago
Paige Mason
Olivia McClellan
Brittany McGinnis
Pat McSharar
Steven Meuleman
John Michaelis
Ashlee Mills
Alexis Mitchell
Maddie Mitchell
Schuyler Montefalco
Erin Mooney
Keenan Mulherin
Katie Myers
Nick Najem
Ariana Nassiri
Kara Neal
Zach Nicely
Ashley Noe
Brittany Noe
Collin O’Connor
Jordan Offutt
Kevin Owens
David Parsons
Connor Perius
Lesley Perry
Matt Pimentel
Charlie Plager
Taylor Poppmeier
McKenna Powell
Evan Pulliam
Lauren Rascoe

Lars Rascoe
Erin Ratterman
Matt Renie
Mary Ricker
JR Ricker
Kyra Riggins
Graham Ritz
Al Robinson, Jr.
Kevin Rogozinski
Jack Rothkopf
Ellen Rowe
Jay Ruckelshaus
Gabby Salgado
Joe Sander
Sarah Scheer
Teresa Schrader
Tim Schultz
Sarah Schultz
Vincent Scotto
Taylor Shellmen
Jennie Shipley
Liz Shirey
Tony Skelton
Samantha Sloan
Sam Snemis
Allie Sobecki
Morgan Soderholm
Lou Stanley
Eddie Steinmetz
Emily Stewart
Wes Stokes
Brian Sutter
Dylan Thorpe
Spencer Tigges
Spencer Toby
Paul Tsangaris
Wes Vassilo
Lizzie Wagner
Chris Weber
Greg Welage
Claire White
Christine White
Mary Ann White
Alex Whitfield
Nick Wildeman
Joe Witchger
Allie Zimmerman
Jake Zupancic q 

ShamrAuction Committee
Director
Catherine Horn

Assistant to the Director
Sheryl Lesem

ShamrAuction Co-chairs
Jennifer Brady 
Craig McGinnis

ShamrAuction Adviser
Glendys Moosbrugger

Procurement Review
Suzy Dilts

Online Auction
Lori Dickman
Ann Hilger

Procurement  
Committees:

Amusements/ 
Entertainment
Ann Collins

Athletics
Thomas F. O’Brien
Chris Beaty

Class Party Hosts
Chris and Elizabeth Cooke, 
 freshman class
John and Jean Neely, 
 sophomore class
Dan and Laura Liotti, 
 junior class
Doug and Jo Ausenbaugh, 
 senior class

Home and Personal
Jennifer Brady
Mary Schilling-Sims

Jewelry
Elizabeth Cooke

Restaurants and Services
Mary Pavlik
Jean Shepard
ShamrAuction Luncheon  
Co-Chairs
Michelle LaGrotte
Kristi Petruzzi

Student Art
Sheryl Lesem

Vacations/
Sports Packages
Craig McGinnis q 

TOP: Tom Greer gathered a great crew for valet parkers this year. They 
included (from left) Michael Armstrong, Zach Nicely, Kevin Collins, Michael 
Cohoat and Jack Rothkopf.
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Last July the Alumni Associa-
tion held the Sixth Annual Father 
Patrick J. Kelly Memorial Golf 
Outing at Maple Creek. 

Held in honor of the Cathedral 
teacher, chaplain, principal and 
chancellor, the outing combines 
two of Father Kelly’s greatest pas-
sions — golf and helping kids. 

A staunch supporter of the 
school’s tuition assistance pro-
gram, Father Kelly often said he 
never wanted a family to not come 
to Cathedral because of the cost.

With that as their backdrop, 
100 golfers were blessed with good 
weather, a beautiful course and a 
fantastic staff at Maple Creek.

The day included lunch, an 
18-hole Florida scramble with two 
closest to the pin and two longest-
drive individual awards, and a 
special putting contest.

The event concluded with 
dinner, door prizes and an awards 
ceremony with Brian Elson over-
seeing the celebration.

Golfers and sponsors repre-
senting nearly all of Cathedral’s 
nine decades turned out and are 
to be acknowledged for the $7,500 
contribution made to the school.  
The donation will be divided 
equally between this year’s tuition 
assistance drive and the endow-
ment in the name of Father Kelly.

The success of this event 
would not be possible without 
the support and generosity of 
those who participated and those 

Father Kelly Golf 
Outing a success
By Carl mCClelland, ’61

KELLY, see page 45

Highlights photos/Lisa Renze-Rhodes

Santa Claus visited campus in December as the special guest for the Alumni Associa-
tion’s annual Breakfast with Santa. Shown with Kris Kringle are elf helper sophomore 
Demani Arnold, and Arin Keough, 4, daughter of Angie and Al Keogh, ’88.

Santa Smiles
Sienna  
Yovanovich, 
daughter of 
Adam 
Yovanovich, ’03, 
and Haley Snyder, 
’06, shares some 
jingle bell fun 
with the elves 
who were helping 
Santa at the 
annual alumni 
breakfast.
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who sponsored the event. Special 
thanks to David Day, ’81, and 
Management 2000, the signa-
ture sponsor.  The dinner was 
sponsored and underwritten by a 
number of loyal followers. 

This year’s outing will be on 
June 11 at Maple Creek; mark 
your calendars. 

The 2009 sponsors:
Management 2000 (event sponsor) 
 David Day ’81  
Johnson-Melloh   
 Nick Melloh ’88
Alerding & Co.    
 Mike Alerding ’67
Northside K of C Bingo  
 Eric Altherr ’89
Tom O’Brien Chrysler   
 Tom Miller ’71
Michaelis Corp.   
 Richard Michaelis ’76
Victory Waste Solution  
 Robert Brogan ’99
TrustPointe    
 Tim Roberts ’73
Buckeye Beverage   
 John Yaggi ’80
M.T. Boyle & Co.   
 Mary Boyle ’81
BCMI     
 Mike Boyle ’83
Dellen Automotive   
 Nick Dellen ’99
Pearson Ford    
 Bill Sawyers
Ruth Lilly Health & Education 
 Bill Roberts ’62
Tom Wood Lexus   
 J.R. Hage
C.R. Electric    
 Mike Farrell ’82
Northside K of C   
 Brad Elson ’88
Tom Wood Volkswagen  
 Mike Driver q 

KELLY, from pg 42

News from YOU!
Are you changing jobs, getting married, having a 

baby, moving?
Do you just need to update your information 

with us?
Let us know! We want to be sure to keep you up 

on all the latest news about your 
classmates and friends and our growing Irish family!

Complete this form and mail it to Lisa Renze-Rhodes c/o 
Cathedral High School, 5225 E. 56th St., Indianpolis, Ind. 46226, 
or contact her via e-mail at lrenze@cathedral-irish.org

Name:

Home address:

City/State/ZIP:

Home phone:

E-mail address:

Business name:

Your title/position:

Spouse’s name:

Children’s names/ages: 

Your news:

Class of:
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1940s

Bud Stuhldreher, ’49,  has 
helped several members of the 
extended Cathedral family have 
their names sent to the moon.

He arranged for NASA to 
carry the names of Bob Kessing, 
’45; Marjorie Stuhldreher Tobin, 
LA ’47; Bill and Bud Stuhldreher, 
’49; Don Stuhldreher, ’53; Toni 
Stuhldreher and Mary Kay Hol-
land Struhldreher, SAA to ride on 
board the Lunar Reconnaissance 
Orbiter. The mission blasted off 
from Pad 41 on Cape Canaveral 
last June for the 225,000-mile trip.

The lunar orbiter will orbit in 
a very low circular polar orbit for 
at least one year, gathering infor-
mation about the moon and its 
environment. The data gathered 
will be used in establishing a lunar 

1960s
Tom Egold, ’61, works as the 

president of Hearts & Hands of 
Indiana, a group dedicated to the 
rebuilding and revitalization of 
the Haughville neighborhood in 

Indianapolis. 
The organiza-
tion buys aban-
doned homes in 
the area, works 
with volunteers 

and local businesses to repair or 
refurbish the properties, then sells 
them below market value to quali-
fied home buyers. 

Egold said the organization 
has focused on Haughville because 
of the neighborhood’s historic 

connection to Indianapolis, but 
especially to the city’s Catholic 
community. 

Hearts & Hands was created in 
2009 by the Rev. John McCaslin, 
pastor of Holy Trinity and St. 
Anthony Catholic parishes, which 
serve the neighborhood. 

Haughville dates to the 1830s 
and has long been home to hard-
working families and others look-
ing for a better life. 

“Our ecumenical outreach 
includes board members and 
volunteers from most of the city’s 
Catholic high schools and from 
11 area parishes,” Egold said. “We 
truly are a Catholic group, and it’s 
so satisfying to see old enemies 
from the (football) fields and gyms 
banding together in such a worth-
while, common cause.

“Beyond the joy we all feel and 
the blessings we receive by helping 
these families, it has also become a 
source of joy to be working ... with 
old friends,” Egold said.

For more information about 
Hearts & Hands, call (317) 631-
2939 or visit the Web site at 
www.heartsandhandsindy.com.

1980s
Adrienne Quill, ’85, and her 

husband, Kriss Anderson, wel-
comed their second son, Roland 
Charles, on Oct. 21, 2009.  Roland 
was welcomed by older brother 
Murphy Lawrence, 4, (both shown 
above right) and was baptized on 
Dec. 27, 2009, by the Rev. Wil-
liam Munshower, ’50, Cathedral 
chaplain. The family lives in 
Mahtomedi, Minn., a suburb of 

Mike Quinn, ’44, and his wife, 
Mary Quinn, SAA, ’44, (above) 
came to watch the Irish take on 
Brother Rice High School (and 
win!) when Cathedral traveled to 
Detroit in October.

outpost, scheduled for 2020, and 
will be used for missions to Mars.

Struhldreher spent 25 years 
in the space program, stationed at 
Marshall Space Center in Ala-
bama, Goddard Space Center in 
Maryland, Kennedy Space Center 
in Florida and Johnson Space 
Center in Texas. 
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Mike Alerding, ’89, a partner 
at Alerding Castor Hewitt, was 
named to the 2010 Indianapolis 

Business Journal’s 
Forty Under 
40 list.  The list 
recognizes local 
business and pro-
fessional leaders 
who have achieved 

success and excelled in their field 
before the age of 40. 

Alerding is married with three 
young daughters. 

1990s
Ryan Sharpe, ’93, completed 

his first Ironman in 
Louisville in August. 
Family meeting him at 
the finish line were his 
wife, Kelly; dad Ron 
Sharpe, ’68; and mom, 
Mary Pat (Williams) 
Sharpe, LSA ’69. 

Moira (Gill) Barone, ’96, and 
her husband, Brian, are pleased to 
announce the birth of their first 
child, Carson Thomas Barone, 
born on April 25, 2009.  The fam-
ily, (below) lives in Bloomington.

St. Paul, where Kriss manages the 
non-active medical device divi-
sion of TUEV SUED Amerika.

Julie (Greathouse) Moore, 
’96, and her husband, Evan, 
welcomed their first child, Kenley 
Ames, (below) on Oct. 26, 2009. 
The family lives in Woodland 
Hills, Calif., where Julie is pursu-
ing an acting career and Evan is a 
P.E. teacher at Point Dume Ma-
rine Science Elementary School 
in Malibu, Calif. They also have 
a company called Kamp Indy 

that provides after-
school programs 
and camps on the 
beach during the 
summer. The couple 
will celebrate their 
10th anniversary 
April 29.

Clark G. Rehme, ’98, and 
Lisa Ward (above) were married 
Oct. 24, 2009, at St. Louis Cathe-
dral in New Orleans. Mike Bar-
ton, ’98, served as best man and 
Rehme’s sister, Ellen, ’01, served 
as a bridesmaid. Upon exiting the 
church and walking around Jack-
son Square, the couple ran into 
Amy Burke, ’98, who now calls 
New Orleans home. The couple 
reside in Indianapolis, and are 
both attorneys.
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1990s

Laura Yates, ’99, and her Matt 
Wiske, (above) were married Aug. 
22, 2009, at St. Josaphat’s in Chi-
cago. Alumni in the wedding were 
Amy Freiburger, ’99; Katie (Boyd) 
James, ’99; and David Yates, ’06. 
The couple live in Naperville, 
Ill., where Matt is an operations 
superintendent for Caterpillar and 
Laura is a production manager for 
Leo Burnett.

2000s
Lisl (Moon) Hewitt, ’00, and 

her husband welcomed their sec-
ond son, Kevin Tyler, on April 21, 
2009. The family recently moved 
to Chula Vista, Calif.

Class of 2001 alums Colleen 
Matthews and Michael Lauck, 
(right) were married June 27, 
2009, at Holy Spirit Catholic 
Church. The couple began dating 
as seniors at Cathedral. They live 
in Indianapolis.

For the past nine years, several members of the Class of 2001 
(above) have gathered each summer to visit Major League Baseball 

Mark, ’98, and Sarah (Lord) 
Wilson, ’99, welcomed their 
second child, Bryce Franklin on 
Dec. 21, 2009.  Bryce joins older 
sister Madeline Beth, 2.  Mark is 
employed with Walsh Construc-
tion.  The family (right) live in 
Indianapolis.
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Molly Catherine Szymanski, 
(below) was born Jan. 12. She is 
the daughter of Kelli and Nick 
Szymanski, ’01, and the grand-
daughter of Diane Szymanski, 
director of the Cathedral Fund.

Colleen O’Malia, ’02, and 
Doug Stine, (right) were married 
Aug. 21, 2009, at Sts. Peter and 
Paul Cathedral. Other alumni in 
the wedding were Janet (O’Malia) 
Andriole, ’88, Rich Andriole, ’88, 
Shannoon O’Malia Hall, ’92, Katy 
O’Malia Nachreiner, ’99, Lauren 

Bryan  
Linenberg, ’03, 
married Jamie 
Curtis on July 24, 
2009.  
Alumni in the 
wedding were 
Matt Wolski, ’03, 
Matt Ferguson, 
’03, Erik Autajay, 
’03, and Kristen 
Linenberg, ’08. 
The couple  
(left) live in  
Indianapolis.

Kathleen Clayton, ’08, is an 
Indianapolis Colts Cheerleader 
and was with the team at the Su-
per Bowl in February. 

parks all over the country.  As an 
added element of fun, each of the 
guys takes a turn planning the an-
nual trip but keeps the destination 
a secret from the others until the 
day of departure.

Past trips have included 
Chicago, Boston, New York, Min-
neapolis, Tampa, Dallas/Houston 
and Denver. The most recent trip 
was planned by Kevin Leicht, and 
took the group to Miami, where 
they saw the Florida Marlins take 
on the San Diego Padres at Land-
shark Stadium. 

Alums who attended were 
(left to right) David Taylor, Kevin 
Leicht, Matt Braun, Kevin Koke, 
Scott Sanders, Mark Gill, Derek 
Zimmerman and Mark Grannan.

Burgess Weghorst, ’02, Kelly 
O’Connor, ’02, Colleen Ryan, ’02, 
Nick Dascoli, ’04, Laura Petty-
grove, ’07, and Nick Dascoli, ’11. 

Colleen is the daughter of 
Danny, ’65, and Rita (Doyle) 
O’Malia, SAA, ’66.
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Rafael Smith, ’04, 
displays some of  
the thinking behind 
his Unreasonable 
Marketplace emer-
gency shelter project. 
Smith was chosen 
from a beginning pool 
of more than 284 
entrepreneurs from 
around the country, 
working to make a 
difference with their 
projects and ideas.

Highlights photo/
Purdue University

Designed for dif ference
From classroom idea to change agent, 
project will shelter disaster victims.

It took a vacation to the other 
side of the world to bring Rafael 
Smith, ’04, back to his parents’ horse 
pasture in Indianapolis.

After visiting the Philippines, 
Smith was struck by some of the liv-
ing conditions he observed. So when 

he returned to 
the States, and 
to his classes at 
Purdue Univer-

sity, he began to think of a way to fix 
the problem he observed in Manila. 

The result was a project dubbed 
Über Shelter. It took several years 
and several tries — including using 
his parents’ horse pasture as a test-
ing site — but will next take Smith 
to Boulder, Colo., for a 10-week 

2000s

internship. 
Über Shelter is a multi-floored, 

weather-resistant shelter designed 
for use by disaster victims.

At nearly 200 square feet, the 
shelter is easily mobile and can be 
constructed almost anywhere in the 
world with just two wrenches. 

Smith said the shelters, “give 
dignified, temporary homes to 
people enduring crisis.”

After several design adjustments, 
Smith and his partners entered the 
project into a contest sponsored by 
the Unreasonable Institute.

Each year the Institute, accord-
ing to its Web site, works to bring 
“up to 25 high-impact social entre-
preneurs from around the world to 

attend an intensive 10-week sum-
mer (seminar).”

Once there, the entrepreneurs 
work to get their ideas into produc-
tion and out into the world. The 
stipulation for each project is that it 
must “address a social or environ-
mental issue, be financially self-sus-
taining within a year, have a model 
which can be scaled out of the coun-
try of origin within three years, and 
eventually meet the needs of at least 
a million people.”

Smith is still working on ways to 
improve his project. Though much 
sturdier than a tent, he wants the 
cost of the shelters to come closer to 
a tent’s.

“I am so proud of him and 
everything that he is doing to make 
a difference,” said Jodi Monroe, who 
taught Smith when he was at Ca-
thedral. “He is going to change this 
world, one life at a time.” q 
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We remember 
     We pray for those who have 

died:
Robert D. Ahlers, Sr., father 

of Andrew Ahlers, ’80; Matthew 
Ahlers, ’86; and Anne Garber, 
past co-president of the Cathedral 
Mother’s Club, who preceded him 
in death. His grandchildren are 
Megan Garber, ’98; and Ashley 
Garber ’03.

Leander (Lee) Birk, grandfa-
ther of Christopher Birk, ’06; and 
Nicholas Birk ’08.

Virginia O. Boyd, 79, mother 
of Cathedral staff member Diane 
Szymanski; grandmother of Nick 
Szymanski, ’01.

Robert S. Burke Jr., 75, ’52, 
grandfather of Ryan, ’04; and  
Emily, ’07.

Robert M. Carriger, 90, ’36.
Robert Collier, ’33, grandfa-

ther of Chris O’Connor, ’09; Coley 
O’Connor, ’09; and father-in-law of 
Gerry O’Connor, ’73.

Frank E. Crossland, 89, grand-
father of Mason, ’05; and Holden, 
’07.

Marilyn J. Dietz, 78, SMA ’49.
Donna K. Dlugosz, mother of 

Rebecca Dlugosz Stadler, ’99.
Marian J. Druding, 72, mother, 

Vincent J. Druding Jr., father, and 
Michael Druding, brother of the 
Rev. Vincent J. Druding, ’95.

William M. Dwyer, 67, ’60.
David A. Elixman, 76, ’52.
James L. Etter, 70, ’56.
Loretta Helene Farrell, 72, 

SAA ’55, wife of Charlie Farrell, 
’50; sister-in-law of Paul Farrell, ’51; 

mother of Charles J. Farrell, ’78; 
Shannon Farrell Fox, ’80; Michael 
R. Farrell, ’82; Stephen T. Farrell, 
’83, Margaret Farrell Tuttle, ’91; 
grandmother of Jennifer Farrell, 
’08; Robert Farrell, ’09; Thomas 
Farrell, ’10; Michael Fox, ’07; Ra-
chel Fox, ’08; Alexandria Fox, ’09; 
Sarah Fox, ’11; and Suzanne Fox.

Charles L. Fleitz, 91, grandfa-
ther of Rachael Thompson,’08.

Margaret M. Gauck, 91, grand-
mother of Zach Fox, ’98 and Jake 
Fox, ’00. Mother-in-law of Terry 
Fox, athletic director.

Frank A. Gordon, 82, grandfa-
ther of Samuel Stapleton, ’08; and 
Nicholas Stapleton, ’10.

Paul J. Hunckler, ’37.
David L. Jansen, 53, ’74.
Msgr. Richard T. Kavanagh, 

Hon. ’67; Chartrand Award hon-
oree (2005), past superintendent of 
Cathedral (1945-50) and longtime 
board member. (See obituary and 
remembrances on pages 52-53.)

James D. Kiefner, 61, ’66.
James G. Lekse, 67, ’61.
James L. Long, 91, ’36.
Paul E. Lewis, 84, grandfather 

of Christopher, ’07; and Emily, ’10.
Jack Lubbers, 80, grandfather 

of Kristen Cheesmen Armitage, ’97; 
Katherine Cheesmen Reder, ’98; 
Laura Cheesmen, ’02; and Michael 
Cheesmen, ’02.

Edward Merkel, grandfather of 
Christiana, ’03; Maria, ’05; Charles, 
’06; and Anthony, ’09.

Gregory A. Moore, 61, father 
of Steve Jamell, ’85; Gina Snyder, 

’88; father-in-law of Kim Jamell,  
Cathedral faculty member.

Paul E. Moxley, 88, ’39.
Sharon Murray, 61, mother of 

Brian, ’89; and Molly, ’94.
Daniel “Danny” Negri, 63, ’64.
Charles W. Patrick, 78, ’49.
Helen M.  Rutigliano, 88, 

grandmother of Nicole, ’03; Natalie, 
’05; Daniel, ’07; and Frank, ’08.

Mary Jane “Murny” Keeton 
Kunde Shover, wife of Bill Shover, 
’46, co-author of “Cathedral —  
Seventy-Five Years.”

George R. Sippel, 84, ’43, 
husband of Margaret McFarland 
Sippel, SAA ’44.

Helen M. Doll Jensen Stalions, 
93, grandmother of Conner Doll, 
’09; and Corinne Doll, ’12.

John Starkey, 67, ’60.
Louis M. Szakel, 78, ’49.
Charles “Chuck” Ward, 72, ’56.
Edward F. Woerner, 79, ’48.

Prayers for our departed 
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Monsignor Kavanagh remembered

Cathedral High School was 
entering into a period of euphoria 
in September 1945.  Less than two 
weeks before, World War II had 
ended – and the sadness of days 
when we learned of the deaths of 
Cathedral sons in battle was over. 

Bouncing into his office at 
1416 N. Meridian St. was a high 
energy young priest named Father 
Richard Kavanagh.  With a quick 
Irish smile, he was to charm 
students and their families dur-
ing five years as superintendent of 
Cathedral.

In January, Monsignor  
Kavanagh died. He was 98.

We mourn his passing as
 his contributions to Cathedral 

were legendary and 

lasting.  He served as 
superintendent of Ca-
thedral from 1945-50, 
was a long-time board 
member, and in 2005 
was given Cathedral’s 
highest honor when 
he was named a 
Bishop Chartrand 
award honoree.

In the early years of Cathe-
dral’s survival, Monsignor Kavana-
gh, along with the late Bob Welch 
and many Cathedral supporters, 
played a critical role.  The integ-
rity and credibility he brought to 
the group serving Cathedral High 
School will always be remem-
bered. 

He was not only an able 
administrator, but then-Father Ka-
vanagh approved a historic event. 
Cathedral was the first school in 
Indiana to begin athletic competi-
tion with Crispus Attucks High 
School, then an all-black school.

In November 1945, Cathedral 

and Crispus At-
tucks played foot-
ball at Tech football 
stadium.  That 
historic game led 
other Indianapolis 
high schools, and 
schools throughout 
Indiana, to begin 
playing Attucks.

Monsignor Kavanagh will long 
be remembered for his personal 
relations with graduates.  At class 
reunions, he astounded men with 
recollections of their days together 
at Cathedral, what they had gone 
on to accomplish and their fami-
lies.           

Cathedral has been blessed by  
many men and women who 
contributed to the traditions and 
values of a special institution.  
The name Monsignor Richard 
Kavanaugh is a bright memory 
that Cathedral’s family will long 
remember.

By Bill shover, ’46

A long and faithful friend

“I had the privilege to work 
with Msgr. Kavanagh as an em-
ployee of Huser Home Care in the 
summer of 2009, and most recently 
over my Christmas break. I stayed 
with him through the night, and 
one of my favorite parts would be 
hearing about his Irish family. 

He frequently spoke of his 
mother and father (immigrants 

from Galway, Ireland), his older 
brother, cousins, nieces and 
nephews.  He kept his memories 
of his family alive with stories and 
pictures adorning the walls of his 
bedroom and living room. 

And there was no doubt he 
was Irish with his sense of humor. 
He had an endearing laugh and 
enjoyed making witty comments. 
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Also in true Irish spirit, he loved golf 
and was always loyal to his heritage 
by cheering for Padraig Harrington, 
a professional golfer from Ireland. 
The significance of his family and 
Ireland to his life was represented on 
the Kavanagh coat of arms that hung 
on the wall of his apartment. The 
historical treasure displayed a lion 
that symbolizes courage and protec-
tion, both essential qualities for life as 
a priest and disciple of Christ. He was 
a humble and kind man, and his faith 
amazed me. 

One of my favorite memories 
with him was helping him celebrate 
Mass on Sunday morning. I was 
blessed to have the opportunity to 
assist him with one of these Masses. 
On a small altar in his apartment, 
he shared his love and faith in unity 
with Christ in the sacrament of the 
Eucharist. As I stood next to him dur-
ing his celebration of the Mass, I was 
stunned by the beauty of the moment. 
Msgr. came before God as a gracious 
servant, and fulfilled his promise by 
serving Him until the very end. 

Besides Ireland and his fam-
ily, one of his greatest treasures was 
Cathedral. He loved hearing that I 
was a Cathedral grad, and I told him 
all about my connections with the 
school. One morning as I helped 
him get dressed, I made a comment 
how he was wearing Cathedral colors 
— gold and blue. He laughed and 
started singing the fight song. At 98 
years old, he still cherished his dear 
old Cathedral.”

— Anne Maguire, ’07

“Monsignor was my pastor at St. 
Michael’s, both when I attended and 
later from 1970-77 when Rita and I 
lived in that parish. He was terrific. 
Naturally, I appreciated him much 
more as an adult than as a kid. I was 
honored to serve in a pageant my 
eighth grade year (1961) to celebrate 

his 25th anniversary as a priest.
Of course, he donated the famous 

Babe Ruth baseball to the 1980 
ShamrAuction, and he answered a re-
sounding “yes” to my request to serve 
on our board when I was chair. He 
served with dedication and distinc-
tion!

A great and loving man, priest, 
pastor. A tremendous friend of Ca-
thedral!”

— Danny O’Malia, ’65

“I first met this fine person back 
in 1938 when we at Cathedral Grade 
School played against Little Flower in 
football. 

Then-Father Kavanagh was their 
coach, and Father Langan was our 
coach. Every time we met from then 
on, he always commented about our 
first meeting. What a wonderful and 
caring human being. 

My last contact with Monsignor 
was at our 50th CHS class reunion in 
1993 when we chatted about the old 
days. May his soul rest in peace.”

— Patrick L. Grady, ’43

“In 1972 I was a senior at Marian 
College (now University), majoring 
in elementary education.  I applied  
for the second grade opening at St. 
Michael’s, my alma mater, where 
Monsignor was pastor. Thanks to 
him, I got the job.  I taught there for 
three years, got married to another 
St. Michael’s alum, Jim Watson, and 
Monsignor baptized our first child.    

Monsignor was a steady pastor, 
steering St. Michael’s through the 
stormy years after Vatican II when so 
many innovations were attempting to 
make inroads in the Church.  He al-
ways spoke lovingly of ‘Holy Mother 
Church,’ and everyone remembers his 
parting words, ‘carry on.’  Monsignor 
did ‘carry on’, always a faithful shep-
herd for Christ’s Church.”

— Judy Ford Watson

“I met Father Kavanagh in 1955 
at St. Michael’s Parish.  He and Father 
Moran conducted Sunday morn-
ing services in the top of the school 
before St. Michael’s church was 
constructed.  This was when Sister 
William Marie was principal.  From 
1955-58 Bill Perry, Jim Otis, Fathers 
Kavanagh and Kahle mentored us 
by holding football practice by car 
headlights behind St. Michaels before 
(Cardinal) Ritter was built.  We won 
five years in a row the CYO City 
Championships.  Father Kavanagh 
was instrumental to all that success.  
His leadership was instrumental for 
his parish.

In 1971, at my request, he crossed 
denominational lines and performed 
funeral ceremonies for burial of my 
mother at Crown Hill Cemetery.  I 
admired him for that.  He wasn’t 
caught with the stigmata of religion.  
He loved people of all ethnic, cultural 
and religious backgrounds.  

After living in the St. Thomas 
Moore Charismatic Renewal expe-
rience, I entered the ministry and 
relied heavily upon Father Kavanagh’s 
guidance.  I worked with many fallen-
away Catholics seeking purpose and 
understanding in their spiritual lives.  
Again, Father Kavanagh was my 
mentor during some of those early 
sticky-wicket days of ministry.

I will always remember him as 
a loving mentor who cared about 
people.  I fondly recall calling him at 
the Hermitage for guidance and at 98 
he could still remember some of my 
eighth-grade exploits.  He remained 
competitive in golf as well as mentor-
ing those more challenging disciples 
who moved on to Cathedral and 
beyond.  

He is still alive in the hearts of 
those who really knew him.”

— Dr. Michael Phelps, Ph.D. q 
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Hard work always pays off

q 

irish memory

Hitchhiking or taking public transpor-
tation to and from school or running one 
mile to and from football practice fresh-
man year did not seem unusual in those 
days — that was Cathedral High School. 
What a great place it was, and still is, to 
learn and grow, have a good time, laugh, 
be serious, and develop values! I say this 
from personal experience, having attended 
CHS at 14th and Meridian streets and 
from the experiences of three of my  
children who graduated from the school at 
its present location.

What I have encountered in my life’s 
work as attorney and judge provides vivid 
evidence of the differences a school like 
Cathedral can make in someone’s life. I 
learned not only lessons but discipline. 
Along with math and English, I was taught 
moral values and a sense of purpose. I 
became aware of the community around 
me and realized a responsibility to get 
involved in that community.

At CHS I met people from all areas 
of Central Indiana and developed lasting 
friendships. I became part of a family, the 
Cathedral family, sharing an unforgettable 
high school experience with faculty and 
students alike, getting help and perhaps 
giving help in the growing-up process.

Cathedral High School means excel-
lence and quality in education. Even before 
my time, Cathedral’s reputation was legend 
and its reputation has continued to grow, 
but never has it related to expensive “ex-
tras” or frills. We’ve never had an Olym-
pic-sized swimming pool. What we’ve had 

is an Olympic-quality education rooted 
in the fundamentals of hard work, 
moral values, self-
discipline 
and anoth-
er thing: 
the gift of 
independent 
thought. For 
me it was an 
indispensable 
part of prepara-
tion for higher 
education and 
further achieve-
ment.

Much was ex-
pected of me at Ca-
thedral, and much 
is expected of today’s 
students, but much is 
given in return. 

A CHS education 
is not inexpensive, either in dollars or 
in effort, but the reward is everlasting. I 
made a great discovery—that learning 
is one of the joys open to the human 
spirit, even though it demands rigor 
and some pain. To get that kind of start 
in life is worth the sacrifice. 

The above thoughts were expressed 
by me in an article I wrote over 20 years 
ago. Since then I have served on the 
Alumni Board for the past five years 
and I had a grandson graduate in the 
class of 2008. I feel these thoughts apply 
even more today than when they were 
written.

Indispensable opportunity
By the hon. Charles a. Wiles, ’52

“A CHS  
education ... 
is everlasting. 
Learning  
is one of the 
joys open  
to the human 
spirit.”



irish here and there

Ever raced along the Rhine?
Tipped your toes in the Tigris?
Waved to Her Majesty at Windsor?
We want to see it!
Next time you travel for business 

or pleasure, don’t forget to take along a 
T-shirt or pennant  — anything with the 
Cathedral name — then snap a picture 
of yourself or your family members 
displaying the colors.

E-mail a little information about 
yourself (your classmates would love to 
know what happened to you) and your 
trip, and send your minimum 300 dpi 
jpeg to The Highlights at  
lrenze@cathedral-irish.org

Don’t have spirit wear?  
No problem! Check out the bookstore 
Web site at www.gocathedral.com.

Where’ve YOU been?
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Sean Dewey, ’06, (left), and brother Trevor, ’09, displayed 

their Irish pride last summer in France.

Sean was doing an internship in the Office of the  

Prosecutor at the United Nations International Criminal Tri-

bunal for the Former Yugoslavia in The Hague. Trevor was on 

a Cathedral-sponsored trip that toured Paris and Madrid.  

“We met up in Paris in June and took a photo with our 

Cathedral T-shirts in front  of the Arc de Triomphe,” Sean 

explained. q 

Meeting at the ‘Arc’
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timeline

May
17 Black Alumni Council Golf Outing 
21 Irish 500
22 Baccalaureate Mass
23  Graduation

June
11 Father Kelly Memorial Golf Outing

April 
3 Easter Egg Hunt
11 National Honor Society 
 Induction
15-18 Spring Musical — “Silver: The Tale  
 of the  One-Legged Man”
24 Prom


